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To: Sunset Advisory Commission

Subject: Respiratory Care Licensure

Greetings All:

| am a licensed respiratory therapist at Texas Children’s Hospital. I've been here for over twenty-
five years. Prior to that time | spent ten years working as a home healthcare equipment technician
with no professional credentials. | have seen the difference between working with people who do
the best they can with unclear standards, and working with those who have been required to
demonstrate understanding and competence with the complexities of the interface between sick
people and the machines and medicines that save and improve their lives.

Standards are important, and our licensing requirements are vitally important in making sure that
high standards are upheld and maintained. | would be very surprised if any of you disagreed with

me when | say the last thing our society needs is further erosion of our standards!

Years ago, in Sunday school, our teacher gave us an anecdote about a philosophy class in which the
final exam consisted of one question:

Why?

One student answered , “Because.” And received an A.

Another answered, “Why not?” and received an F.

| agree with the teacher. It is unwise and dangerous to cavalierly deviate from a proven path and
to waste what we have inherited from those who have worked so hard to build a sound system for

healing the sick.

Speaking of Sunday school, | also remember how Jacob fought to inherit the blessings of his
heritage, while Esau just asked, “Why Not?”.

| sometimes run into people whose lives were saved by me. It was really important that I, and the
people with whom | work, knew what we were doing when those kids needed us. Thank God we

had what we had!

Please don't risk lowering our standards by removing our licensing requirements!
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Thank you, and God bless’

Charles Wehring CRT,RCP,AE-C
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