From: Sunset Advisory Commission

To: Janet Wood

Subject: FW: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Date: Friday, June 20, 2014 1:00:19 PM

----- Original Message-----

From: sundrupal @capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal @capitol.local]
Sent: Friday, June 20, 2014 11:52 AM

To: Sunset Advisory Commission

Subject: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Submitted on Friday, June 20, 2014 - 11:52

Agency: DEPARTMENT STATE HEALTH SERVICES DSHS

First Name: Anne

Last Name: Way

Title: President

Organization you are affiliated with: Houston Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

City: Houston
State: Texas

Y our Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or

Opposed: We have a petition signed by 32 professionals with various licenses that include LCSW, LMFT, LPC,
Psychologist and graduate level interns. Our Houston professional organization represents well over 200 area
clinicians who are well trained and adhere to high professional standards. We share a serious concern that the
public is at risk should these changes move forward.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: Include all disciplines who are considered health
professionals under Texas Law and hold advanced degrees to have a voice in how their professions are regul ated.

My Comment Will Be Made Public: | agree
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June 13, 2014
Senator Jane Nelson,

We are writing in strong opposition to Recommendation 3.2 that would transfer the authority of the Texas
State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists to the Texas Department of Licensing and
Regulation and reconstitute this independent board as an advisory committee.

We believe that:

Recommendation 3.2 places the public at risk. The regulatory oversight provided by the Texas State Board of
Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists ensures that all Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists
(LMFTs) are well trained and adhere to high professional standards. The impact of LMFTs on the health and
safety of the clients they serve mandates the oversight of an mdependent regulatory board that includes
experienced licensed professionals.

We emphasize that:

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists {unlike the other professions recommended for transfer to the
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation in Recommendation 3.2} must hold advanced graduate
degrees and are considered Health Professionals under Texas law.

We are hopeful that you will keep our concerns in mind when you are considering Recommendation 3.2.

Sincerely,

Houston Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

NAME LICENSE NUMBER
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June 13,2014
Senator Jane Nelson,

We are writing in strong opposition to Recommendation 3.2 that would transfer the authority of the Texas
State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists to the Texas Department of Licensing and
Regulation and reconstitute this independent board as an advisory committee.

We believe that;

Recommendation 3.2 places the public at risk. The regulatory oversight provided by the Texas State Board of
Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists ensures that all Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists
(LMFTs) are well trained and adhere to high professional standards. The impact of LMFTs on the health and
safety of the clients they serve mandates the oversight of an independent regulatory board that includes
experienced licensed professionals.

- We emphasize that:

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists {unlike the other professions recommended for transfer to the
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation in Recommendation 3.2) must hold advanced graduate
degrees and are considered Health Professionals under Texas law.

We are hopeful that you will keep our concerns in mind when you are considering Recommendation 3.2,

Sincerely,

Houston Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

NAME LICENSE NUMBER

‘ 201551 UMFT- Aceriafe
[odlehen_ 4965 LYFT.
202019 (MET-Asseaiale,, 78068 LR Twdesi.
g : / LPC DY QLA o A AA DA

;. /m"'f (Pmm“,vc—«(,ana /F@ ﬂé%ﬁ/’ﬁ/"/’ g?ﬁf
(\?M:Sana\ Znshorinn o?o/?f‘/ //77/””7"“/4
5Nr\ru®\kﬁor\ ; m‘? T ”’L'\j %(Q) L\‘DC/ )L—*O"‘\b

' wlo— INET #8523

e j392%




7136267715 12:15:17 p.m. 06-20-2014 4/5

lune 13,2014

Senator Jane Nelson,

We are writing in strong opposition to Recommendation 3.2 that would transfer the authority of the Texas
State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists to the Texas Department of Licensing and
Regulation and reconstitute this independent board as an advisory committee.

We believe that:

Recommendation 3.2 places the public at risk. The regulatory oversight provided by the Texas State Board of
Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists ensures that all Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists
(LMFTs) are well trained and adhere to high professional standards. The impact of LMFTs on the health and
safety of the clients they serve mandates the oversight of an independent regulatory board that includes
experienced licensed professionals.

We emphasize that:

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists {unlike the other professions recommended for transfer to the
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation in Recommendation 3.2) must hold advanced graduate
degrees and are considered Health Professionals under Texas law.

We are hopeful that you will keep our concerns in mind when you are considering Recommendation 3.2.

Sincerely,

Houston Assaciation for Marriage and Family Therapy

NAME LICENSE NUMBER
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June 13, 2014
Senator Jane Nelson,

We are writing in strong opposition to Recommendation 3.2 that would transfer the authority of the Texas
State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists to the Texas Department of Licensing and
Regulation and reconstitute this independent board as an advisory committee.

We Believe that:

Recommendation 3.2 places the public at risk. The regulatory oversight provided by the Texas State Board of
Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists ensures that all Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists
(LMFTs) are well trained and adhere to high professional standards. The impact of LMFTs on the health and
safety of the clients they serve mandates the aversight of an independent regulatory board that includes
experienced licensed professionals.

We emphasize that:

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists (unlike the other professions recommended for transfer to the
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation in Recommendation 3.2) must hold advanced graduate
degrees and are considered Health Professionals under Texas law.

We are hopefu! that you will keep our concerns in mind when you are considering Recommendation 3.2,

Sincerely,

Houston Association for Marriage and Family Therapy
NAME LICENSE NUMBER
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