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May 30, 2014

Senator Jane Nelson

Chair

The Sunset Advisory Commission of Texas
P.0. Box 13066

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Senator Nelson:

The Alpha- Foundation is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to support and
develop research and programs that will improve the lives of people affected by Alpha-1
Antitrypsin Deficiency worldwide through education, advocacy, better treatment and
ultimately a cure.

Alpha-1 is a genetic condition that may result in serious, chronic lung and/or liver
disease in children and adults. Alpha- affects an estimated 100,000 people in the U.S,,
and an estimated 20 million more are carriers who can pass the gene on to their
children. Alpha- is the most common known genetic risk factor for chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD).

The ability to access qualified respiratory therapists is critical to the quality of life for
people with Alpha- and an important component of the disease management.

Respiratory therapy licensure protects Alpha-1 patients from incompetent practitioners
rendering the complex cardiopulmonary services and procedures that respiratory
therapy requires.

If Texas were to repeal licensure, it would become a magnet for individuals who d not
meet the qualifications for licensure in their own states. It would also remove any state
scrutiny of those who will provide life-sustaining respiratory therapy to people with
Alpha-1.

In order to maintain a safe and trustworthy healthcare system, Texas needs to rely on
licensed, professional respiratory therapists.

The Alpha- Foundation opposes the Sunset Advisory Commission’s recommendation to
rescind mandatory licensure for Texas respiratory therapists. We urge you to maintain
mandatory respiratory care practitioner state licensure and transfer mandatory state
respiratory care practitioner licensure to the Texas Department of Licensing and
Regulation.

Respectfully,

N

John W. Walsh
President & CEO, Alpha- Foundation

The Alpha-1 Foundation is dedicated to providing the leadership and resources that will result in increased research, improved health, worldwide detection, and a cure
for Alpha-1 Antitrypsin Deficiency. Alpha-1 is one of the most common hereditary disorders in the world and can result in life-threatening lung disease in adults and liver
disease in children and adults.




