From: Sunset Advisory Commission

To: Janet Wood
Subject: FW: Sunset Commission, a response to the recommendation to deregulate
Date: Tuesday, June 24, 2014 3:55:03 PM

From: Jesse Underwood

Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2014 11:34 AM

To: Sunset Advisory Commission

Subject: : Sunset Commission, a response to the recommendation to deregulate

| would like to state an emphatic NO to the recommendation to deregulate
Registered Code Enforcement Officers. The commission must already know the
ramifications of implementing such a proposal but | would like to voice my
concerns. | am older than most, if not all, of the Lubbock Code Inspectors. In
August, | will be 70 years old. | have retired once from the Federal Government
after 36 years. | have a vast amount of experience and | wish to share some of

this with you; not to build me up but to let you know what the voice of
experience actually knows.

| am a graduate of Texas Tech University with a degree in Agriculture. My first
job with the Federal Government was as a Horticultural Therapist at a
neurological hospital. | prescribed work therapy for over 50 patients. | later
worked with other VA Hospitals as the Grounds Supervisor.

| transferred to the US Department of Agriculture and spent most of my career
with the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). As the Port
Director for San Antonio, | was over multiple operations with the military as
well as domestic programs. | coordinated the movement of arms and
munitions as an Agricultural Officer. | had substantial credibility. This was

recognized by the US Army and Air Force as well as the Secretary of Mexico’s
Defense.

| served as USDA’s Port Director for the El Paso Port of Entry with responsibility


mailto:/O=CAPITOL/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=SUNSET
mailto:Janet.Wood@sunset.state.tx.us

for the area from Santa Teresa, New Mexico to the Texas Big Bend. |
coordinated USDA’s involvement in the Roving Sands massive military project. |
received the Deputy Administrator’s Award for 2007 as having set up working
relations with Mexico. Credibility is almost everything when dealing with other
US government entities as well as foreign governments.

The US Government sent me into Egypt in 1993 as an advisor to the military. |
oversaw the training given to the military police for cleanup operations after
Desert Storm. In 2003 | was sent to Iraq as an advisor to approve the bases
that the military built for clearance and movement of military forces back to
the United States. | had authority over Iraq, Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and
Afghanistan. The key to success is CREDIBILITY. | was sent to the Persian Gulf
to help the US Military negotiate for the use of the Persian Gulf Sea Ports.

If one has no credibility, then one has no respect. This is something that cannot
be delegated to another without loss of respect. If the certification of Code
Inspectors is taken away it means full speed ahead to mediocrity. Codes is
designed to protect the public we serve. How can we protect anyone if we are
not credible Lubbock, Texas does not need mediocrity. One only has to visit a
third world country to see the results when credibility is lost. The United States
will begin to look like a third world country. | have seen this happen in places
like Egypt and Mexico. | have placed my life on line in three wars. | have
survived. | hope that our country does. Our country suffers enough without the
loss of credibility. Someone else has said that The United States is GREAT
because the United States is good. When the United States is no longer good,
It will never be Great again.

Thank you,

Jesse A. Underwood
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