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To: Janet Wood
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From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local]
Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 8:07 AM

To: Sunset Advisory Commission
Subject: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)

Submitted on Tuesday, June 10, 2014 - 08:06

Agency: DEPARTMENT STATE HEALTH SERVICES DSHS
First Name: John

Last Name: Rouse

Title:

Organization you are affiliated with: Education Resource

City: Austin
State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or

Opposed:

It has been brought to my attention that your Commission is considering massive changes to the Offender Education
Program under the auspices of DSHS.

I am a retired probation officer (20 years) and have been facilitating the DWI Intervention Program since retiring
(10 years). Itis a very effective program in doing what it's name states, "intervention”. | believe that this program
has saved lives, both from the standpoint of dying from the disease and from reducing the harmful impact of DWI
drivers. There are some counselors in the field who consider this 32 hour program a skeleton
out-patient program. Please consider expanding the program, not minimizing
it. One of the worst things that could be done is to turn the program over to a criminal justice agency. Although
they are good in some aspects for intervention, they don't do treatment very well. 1 am one of those who miss the
now extinct Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drugs. | believe services in the field have diminished since its
demise. Please don't negate the work that DSHS has been doing in this area.

Sincerely,

John P. Rouse, Lt. Col (USAF Ret)
LCDC, MA

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: Increase the number of staff in Offender Education so
that the material can be updated and that providers would be held accountable to state standards.

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree
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