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06-03-2014

Honorable Senator Jane Nelson )
Chair, Sunset Advisory Commission |

Madame Chair and Members of the Stnsdt Advisory Commissidp
We appreciate this opportunity to pﬁﬁvude written comments oh
Report, May 2014, on the De.partment;bf State Health Services.

The Sunset Staff review of the Depéjr&ent of State Health Seyv,
nine (9) issues related to the mission of DSHS to improve health
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Initially, we wish to comment on the identified Issue 3 “The Unrjig

DSHS’ Regulatory Functions Reduces Needed Focus on Protecti
law fequires a critical examination of &gy
administers more than seventy (70) reguldtory programs, with abj
The Practice of Social Work has been reglilated by the State of
previous sunset reviews have recommﬁndfd continuation of lege
work. There are currently over 23,000 licénsed social workers in
every county,
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nd well-being in Texas.
ageable Scope of
g Public Health”. State

egtdation for social
lexas practicing in

As stated in the review, “the Sunset sta T took a broad view of [OSHS’ regulatory

programs to first see how well they ﬁtw[m thi :
developed a series of criteria that served a5 a basis for assessing
organizational structure of these varim;[s programs”. Legal regula
primary purpose of the protection of th§ ¢f
function of the practice of social work iwithi
mission. i
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Sunset Questions for Occupational Liice

1) Does the occupational licensing proj{; ain serve a meaningful p
provide the least restrictive form of regulation needed to protect-

t providers of mental
tes. The provision of

psychology), Social Workers are the latg
abuse services in Texas and the United'S
examiners appointed by the Governor pro

Among the four major health care préfe, sions (medicine, nursii
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lindependent board of
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grievance and is the least restrictive fo;,m

pf regulation needed to
their familics.
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2) Could the program’s regulatory objébh
certification and accreditation pmgrams dr enforcement of other

No, the regulatory objective can not he
childre:n and adolescents who are expemc

frotect consumers and

ye be achieved through|market forces, private

1aw?

chieved through mar.k‘«ﬁ forces. Adults,

28 are a vulnerable

‘th a public mtercst,

providers, Social Wotk services are alsp o}
depending on the needs of the consumers.

The transfer of the Texas State Boar& of

of the Sunset Staff is for the Texas Departinent of Licensing and
surcharge on the granting of a license a‘hd

d of Social Work Examineyy
functions of the practice of social work wduld not be cost neutral jab

to increase fees associat

apphcatlon/renewal process. This increase
necessitate a fee increase in the provmmn

Further, this transfer would cause & pé;te
practice without the practice being regu]at
Governor. There would be a change in the
consumer would also lose their right to! ;ﬁl«

in the cost of having a
pf gervice 10 the consur]

itial lessening of profe
2d by an independent b

checks and balances of t
: a grievance with an ifds

and its regulatory
the recommendation
egulation to place a

*d with the licensing
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hérs of services.

sional standards of
hard appointed by the
best practices. The
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With regard to the staff identified IsSud 1 “Resolving the Currpnt Crisis in the State
Mental Health Hospital System Requiﬂes Action, Starting Now”] the Sunset Staff has
re¢commended that community alternatives to costly inpatient treptment be explored to
lessen the pressure on the overburdenéd spate hospital system. Sqdial Workers are part of
the solution. As providers in the comnjunjty at large and in the chmmunity mental health
centers, social work practitioners can éasg the demand for servicpd with those persons

diagnosed with serious mental health lésugs and their families.
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n

spectfully requests thpt the Sunset Advisory
Commission continue the legal regulatm 1l of the practice of socigljwork in Texas with
DSHS providing the regulatory function with an independent bogud appointed by the
Governor or establish a separate hceném { agency for the regulatjon of the practice of
social work. The protecuon of the cons er is most important. THe well-being of the
state of Texas requires that social worlg p ';" itioners be service providers to our most
vulnerable populations,

Thank you for your time and coﬁsiderzfiitx on of these matters.

Respectiully submitted,

Wa@wm

Texas Society for Clinical Social Work
Kathy T. Rider, LCSW, BCD, FAGPA
Governmental Affairs Chair i
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