
From: Sunset Advisory Commission 
To: Janet Wood 
Subject: FW: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 
Date: Monday, June 23, 2014 8:19:31 AM 

-----Original Message----
From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local] 
Sent: Sunday, June 22, 2014 4:36 PM 
To: Sunset Advisory Commission 
Subject: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 

Submitted on Sunday, June 22, 2014 - 16:35 

Agency: DEPARTMENT STATE HEALTH SERVICES DSHS 

First Name: Glenn 

Last Name: Richaedson 

Title: LCDC 

Organization you are affiliated with: Retired from DSHS 

 

City: Austin 

State: Texas 

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or 
Opposed: From my reading of the report I gather that it is calling for more mentalhealthification of Addictive
 Disease. Since the consolodation of Substance Abuse Services into Mental Health the state has lost 220 Funded
 Substance Abuse Providers and only 56 Mental Health providers. These are two separate and primary maladies.
 The numbers above seem to reflect the neglect of those with addictive disease in favor of treating those with mental
 disorders. 

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: 
My recommendation is to un-consolodate and restore a "single state authority" 
dedicated to understanding addictive disease and the treatment thereof to oversee, license and fund Chemical
 Dependency Treatment. 
Failing to do so, please consider the critical need to treat addiction as the primary (even if co-occurring with mental
 disorder) disease that it is 

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree 
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