
From: Sunset Advisory Commission 
To: Janet Wood 
Subject: FW: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 
Date: Monday, June 30, 2014 8:27:07 AM 

-----Original Message----
From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local] 
Sent: Sunday, June 29, 2014 12:11 PM 
To: Sunset Advisory Commission 
Subject: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 

Submitted on Sunday, June 29, 2014 - 12:10 

Agency: DEPARTMENT STATE HEALTH SERVICES DSHSenter 

First Name: Debra 

Last Name: Levy 

Title: Parent Leader 

Organization you are affiliated with: Parents Dyslexia Education Group 

City: Dallas 

State: Texas 

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or 
Opposed: 
As a parent of two children with dyslexia, and as the leader of a parent's group working hard to educate parents
 about authentic and appropriate services for their children both within the school districts in Texas and through
 outside sources, I strongly advocate that the laws and regulatory scheme for Dyslexia Therapist and Practitioners
 remain in force. I oppose the effort to sunset the licensure requirements with respect to dyslexia professionals. I've
 had parents report to me many times that they've had children in tutoring, eye training or other services that are not
 validated for dyslexia intervention long before an appropriate educational identification and intervention are
 applied. They don't know where to turn when their children aren't successful. Moreover, ALTA may serve as a
 professional organization but without the force of licensure requirements, parents cannot be assured that their
 child's therapist is current in practices, knowledge or standards for the treatment of children with dyslexia. 
Dyslexia is the snake oil of education, and many groups and individuals proclaim benefits to all kinds of unproven
 methods, laying claim to the hearts of unsuspecting parents. The purpose of licensure in dyslexia is to educate the
 public about what is necessary to work directly with children who have this most common of reading disabilities, to
 ensure trust. The work of doing this has only just begun, and needs more time to take hold, to be embraced by
 colleges of teacher education, school districts and the public. 
These last years have seen a tremendous increase in dyslexia awareness, and that trend will continue and will make
 licensure more attractive, meaningful and impactful for our students. There is no time to waste with our children,
 and removing this rubric for the professionalization of the field is a step backward for them, and for parents who
 deserve therapists whose credentials are current, regulated and professional. Ensuring standards will drive
 excellence in education, and the result will be that the most qualified professionals will be able to reach our
 students. Reading instruction for children and those wanting to teach them will be held to the highest of standards.
 In fact, the draft of the 2014 Dyslexia Handbook cites the licensure law as a "best practice," and exemplar for
 districts, encouraging voluntary hiring of those most qualified to work with students. If this scheme is allowed to 
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 expire, or to be sunset, confusion will return to the field and progress impeded. Texas and its laws respecting
 dyslexia are a beacon to parents across the country, it has generated greater professionalism in the field already, and
 licensure is something that makes us stand head and shoulders above the crowd, ensuring quality and propelling
 movement in the proper teaching of children with dyslexia. 
Protect this law, protect our students and families, and keep this system in place so it can grow, become more widely
 known and embraced. The difference you make will be seen in the well-being of our communities, the
 professionalism of our educators and the reading abilities of generations. I urge you on behalf of all the parents I
 speak with, serve and continue to educate, to stand with us in moving forward toward instruction that works,
 professionalism and clarity in the remediation and treatment of those with dyslexia. Thank you for this opportunity
 to comment. 

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: 
First, I would like to offer that during the summer months, many parents have their focus elsewhere and did not
 know about or have the opportunity to understand this report. We are a constituency with little or no legislative
 support or experience. It is imperative that our interests and voices be given time to be heard in this process.
 Recommendations that respect education should be made during the school year. 
It is only by chance that we learned of the inclusion of dyslexia licensure in this omnibus report. The only
 notification I received on this prior to learning of this report concerned the amendments regarding the advisory
 committee for dyslexia via the DSHS listserv notices on this law: no automatic notice went out regarding the
 application of the sunset committee, or its work, with respect to this particular law. 

Secondly, I understand and sympathize with the goal of the report -- which is to assist DSHS with better outcomes,
 more streamlined authority and purpose to focus on public health. Yet, dyslexia is a public health issue as those not
 helped become drop-outs, develop social and emotional problems and are not as productive as more literate
 individuals. 

The agency may want to  consider whether DSHS is the best placement for this licensure scheme and recommend
 transfer, rather moving the regulations to TEA or the licensing agency as it has considered for other areas of
 licensure. 
Also, measure effectiveness by the confidence and potential of this system, and lives it touches -- and the
 misinformation it prevents. Work with licensee communities to educate the public about licensure (not only for this
 but for respiratory therapists and other needed, reliability, quality and safety related concerns). Help associations to
 develop best practices to educate their constituents about licensure. 
Regulations serve a public interest, and policy goals, and placement for supervision and public awareness should be
 aligned with those purposes. 

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree 



From: Sunset Advisory Commission 
To: Janet Wood 
Subject: FW: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 
Date: Monday, June 30, 2014 4:39:49 PM 

-----Original Message----
From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local] 
Sent: Monday, June 30, 2014 2:20 PM 
To: Sunset Advisory Commission 
Subject: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 

Submitted on Monday, June 30, 2014 - 14:20 

Agency: DEPARTMENT STATE HEALTH SERVICES DSHS 

First Name: Debra 

Last Name: Levy 

Title: Parent 

Organization you are affiliated with: 

City: Dallas 

State: Texas 

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or 
Opposed: 
Supplemental Comment re Dyslexia Licensure, Against Sunset Recommendation 

Dear Commission: 

I am filing a supplemental response as a parent, having previously filed as the leader of a parent's group with respect
 to dyslexia licensure. Please do not sunset this set of regulations, and law. I strongly oppose it as a parent. 
I wanted to share with you that, for both my children, I accessed dyslexia services through a Certified Academic
 Language Therapist or CALT. She later became a licensed therapist under the licensure law. Because of my own
 education and training in a program for dyslexia therapy, I understood her credentials. While my children were
 remediated through their schools, the services I accessed were supplemental and supportive in nature and without
 this the wonderful skill of this individual, and my own knowledge about her training, I would not have had as much
 confidence in contracting with her. 
In the field of reading problems, educated consumers are few and far between. 
What, exactly, is the need for every student, and who is most qualified to help students? Parents may not understand
 that tutors who support reading through comprehension strategies, for instance, are not qualified to remediate
 dyslexia. All they may see is "reading specialist," or "reading tutor or dyslexia tutor," and qualifications to do,
 standards of practice and instructional methods may never enter the conversation. Reading appears simple.
 However, it is a complex activity and dyslexia therapists are trained to a standard that incorporates all the
 appropriate understanding and instruction, and more, requiring continuing and on-going education based on the
 latest and best research. That is what we, as parents, what I, as a parent, wanted for my children. 
Licensure educates about qualifications, professionalism and gives consumers a place of complaint and recourse
 should something go awry. It matters whether our kids get the right instruction, and whether we know where we can 
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 turn. 

Thank you again for allowing me to file this supplemental comment against the sunset of the dyslexia licensure
 requirements. 

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: Again, the agency should consider transfer from DSHS
 rather than Sunset of these requirements. 
The value of this designation should not be overlooked, nor its importance to the public in the field of dyslexia.
 Thank you. 

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree 




