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Agency: DEPARTMENT STATE HEALTH SERVICES DSHS 

First Name: Elizabeth 

Last Name: Jarrell 

Title: R.T.(R), R.S.O. 

Organization you are affiliated with: Baylor Institute For Rehabilitation 

 

City: The Colony 

State: Texas 

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or 
Opposed:
    I strongly oppose cancelling licensure requirements for the field of radiologic technology.
   As radiation is invisible, x-ray can seem harmless to many. In the diagnostic range, what we use is called ionizing
 radiation. An ion is when an atom gains or loses an electron. Images are formed as these rays both interact with and
 also pass through our patients. Consequently, we utilize a unit which both produces and then affects our patients on
 an atomic level. 
Ionizing radiation is a known carcinogen. It also has the possibility of several other effects. This is not simply a
 matter of button pushing and placing the patient the way one person instructs. Licensed technologists have learned
 how to lower exposure levels while providing quality x-rays. I was recently shown films on a child with a fractured
 wrist. The first set was virtually black, unable to barely see anything. The repeat set could be considered better, but
 the quality was still abysmal. The films were still too dark and positioned poorly. This child was overexposed in
 multiple ways. 
First, his original x-rays were overexposed, in this he received increased dosage. Secondly, his images were
 repeated, that alone increases dosage. 
Thirdly, these images were still overexposed, yet another increase in dosage. 
This child was x-rayed by an NCT, a non certified tech, an unlicensed tech. 
This is a prime example of problems in many offices when licensure isn't considered.
   Quality medical care involves much. Patients place their trust in care givers who they feel are qualified to actually
 care for them.  Proper education requirements can only be assured through licensure.
   Licensure is the standard in which all can be judged and held accountable for their actions. In our world today,
 accountability is sadly lacking. 
Obtaining and maintaining licensure is the best way to assure the trust patients place in medical personnel. Licensure
 provides the standards and certifications needed to provide quality medical care. 
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   Again, I strongly oppose cancellation of licensure for radiologic technologists.

   Thank you for your consideration.

   Elizabeth Hope Jarrell, R.T.(R), R.S.O.
 

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: I support continued licensure for Radiologic
 Technologists. I do not support the NCT program as there is little to no testing to verify educational standards. 

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree 




