
From: Sunset Advisory Commission 
To: Janet Wood 
Subject: FW: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 
Date: Tuesday, June 24, 2014 4:07:01 PM 

-----Original Message----
From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local] 
Sent: Monday, June 23, 2014 9:35 PM 
To: Sunset Advisory Commission 
Subject: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 

Submitted on Monday, June 23, 2014 - 21:34 

Agency: DEPARTMENT STATE HEALTH SERVICES DSHS 

First Name: Taylor 

Last Name: Imes 

Title: Mr. 

Organization you are affiliated with: TSRC 

 

City: Victoria 

State: Texas 

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or 
Opposed: 
As a respiratory therapist I was alarmed at the proposal to deregulate Respiratory Care Practitioners (RCP) in Texas
 for many reasons. Public safety being the most important but also the effect it would have on the high standards of
 my profession. Deregulating respiratory therapists in Texas would put the people of Texas at risk and would lead to
 the lowering of the standards of my profession. The people of Texas deserve to feel safe when in a hospital, by
 deregulating RCPs you will make it possible for hospitals to hire people that don’t have the years of training and
 education I received before I could treat my patients, this can only lead to a lower quality care and an increase of
 preventable deaths; we need more skilled health care professional not less skilled. 

Deregulation will also take the people’s ability to raise concerns to the State away, and the possibly to help weed out
 bad therapist. Currently the State has the legal ability to perform investigations and suspend an RCP’s license. The
 National Board for Respiratory Care (NBRC) has stated that they neither have the legal ability nor the financial
 capability to investigate claims of malpractice. If you deregulate RCPs nothing will stop an RCP from being fired
 from one hospital and then moving to another. Furthermore Texas may become a haven for RCPs from other states
 that have lost their license to practice, putting even more Texans at risk. 

A decision to move forward with deregulating RCPs in Texas will only have negative effects on the people of Texas
 and the quality of health care they receive. I hope you consider carefully this decision and think about the people of
 Texas and put them first. 

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: Please do not put the people of Texas at risk but
 deregulating Respiratory Care Practitioners. 
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My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree 




