
JUN12 2014
 

June 10. 2014 

Senator Jane Nelson 

Chair, Texas Sunset Advisory Commission 

P.O. Box 13066 

Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Senator Nelson 

As a practicing respiratory therapist for over 30 years, I was displeased to learn that there is a 
movement to de-license respiratory care practitioners in the state of Texas and those considerations 
regarding this would be taken up at a meeting on June 24th I was never notified of this action, had it not 
been for my professional organization, the American Association for Respiratory Care. I find this action 
appalling and certainly hope that Texas government does not consider this action, which will harm not 
only the citizens of Texas, but also those individuals that travel to our great state for medical care. 
Licensing offers benefits such as the requirement of continuing education as well as protection of 
citizens from negative criminal background checks. 

Licensing offers regulation of respiratory care practitioners in Texas and without this important step, the 
health of many individuals would be affected. Respiratory therapists offer unique skills in managing life 
support equipment, such as mechanical ventilators and medical gas therapy, as well as provide therapy 
and education to individuals with Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, Asthma, Cystic Fibrosis, and a 
number of other lung conditions. 

Moving the regulation to the Department of Licensing and Regulation from the Department of State 
Health Services would be a viable option and must be considered. 

I understand that the Texas Sunset Advisory Commission is scheduled to meet on June 24th and I urge 
you to consider continuing licensure for respiratory care practitioners in the State of Texas. The health 
of our state is dependent on these actions. Thank you. 

Sincerely 

J yHargett 

Manvel, Texas 

 

 




