From: Sunset Advisory Commission

To: Janet Wood
Subject: FW: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 2:05:11 PM

From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local]
Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:12 AM

To: Sunset Advisory Commission
Subject: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)

Submitted on Tuesday, June 10, 2014 - 10:12

Agency: DEPARTMENT STATE HEALTH SERVICES DSHS

First Name: Lee

Last Name: Evey

Title: Director - Respiratory Care and ECMO Services, Texas Children's Hospital

Organization you are affiliated with: Texas Children's Hospital

City: Houston
State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or
Opposed: Respiratory Therapist licensure is crucial for quality care respiratory services in Texas. There are no other
national or state bodies that require and enforce credentialed respiratory therapists in Hospitals or other facilities.
Prior to the legislature passing the Respiratory care licensure act back in 1985 there were no regulations on who
could and could not practice respiratory care. Respiratory Care practitioners are the backbone of hospital care
along with nurses and physicians. Every hospital code team has 3 core members to respond to dying patients. MD,
RN and RT. If this licensure goes away, For profit and not for profit hospitals will be free to hire and train anyone
they want to provide respiratory care. This is a serious quality of care issue that | cannot in my wildest nightmare
believe the state of Texas would allow to happen. The two national entities are the National Board for Respiratory
Care (NBRC) and the Americal association for Respiratory Care (AARC). The NBRC is our national boards
company. They are for profit and their only role is to administer the test. They have no enforcement ability in
Texas or any other state. They have no role in who can or cannot practice in the state of Texas. Their mission is
simply to make money by administering exams. The AARC is our professional organization that coordinates CEU
opportunities. They have no role in who can or can not work
in a state.. The elimination of the Respiratory Licensure would have
negative impact on the care provided in the state of Texas. Please strongly consider what | have communicated and
keep the licensure for Respiratory Therapists.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: Reconvene the advisory committee to the Respiratory
care program and work with that group to improve the value ad of this licensing agency.

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree
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