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Agency: DEPARTMENT STATE HEALTH SERVICES DSHS

First Name: Jessica

Last Name: Delk

Title:

Organization you are affiliated with:

City: Ft. Worth

State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or
Opposed:
I have personally experienced amazing care from a licensed midwife. She cared for me through 3 pregnancies and 3
 births and we are currently on our 4th. I have never been more impressed with the care I was/am under and the
 knowledge my midwife provides.
I am a professional cosmetologist and I have a current license through the TDLR and I don't see how moving TMB
 to this department could provide any help. If anything, switching departments would be detrimental. DSHS is best
 equipped to regulate health care professions. The move will disable rule-making authority of the Midwifery Board,
 an ability vital to continually improving safety and maintaining best practice standards.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency:
It has been said there is a conflict of interest for Licensed Midwives holding the majority on the Midwifery Board.
 How does this make sense if doctors hold the majority on the Medical Board and nurses hold the majority on the
 Board of Nursing? During the last Sunset Review, it was Sunset that chose to give midwives a majority considering
 other professionals hold the majority on their board of practice.
Licensed Midwifes should also not have to take the AMCB exam. TMB already requires standardized education as
 well as the NARM exam which is accredited by the NCCA, the same accredits as ACME.  The requirements
 requested by ACOG/TCOG are for nurse-midwives who work in a hospital and are not specialized for providing
 care outside of the hospital. These requirements would put hundreds of midwives out of business, harming the
 economy and reducing options in maternity care for thousands of Texans including myself and my family and
 friends.
TMB is fine the way it is right now and any revisions in question should be on hold for discussion during the
 2016/17 review.
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My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree




