From: Sunset Advisory Commission

To: Janet Wood

Subject: FW: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Date: Monday, June 23, 2014 3:22:37 PM

----- Original Message-----

From: sundrupal @capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal @capitol.local]
Sent: Monday, June 23, 2014 9:45 AM

To: Sunset Advisory Commission

Subject: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Submitted on Monday, June 23, 2014 - 09:44

Agency: DEPARTMENT STATE HEALTH SERVICES DSHS

First Name: Linda

Last Name: Arfele

Title: Chief Nursing Officer- Interim

Organization you are affiliated with: Memorial Hermann Northwest Hospital

City: Houston
State: Texas

Y our Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or

Opposed: There are numerous reasons to not deregulate RCPs. Public health and safety is the greatest concern.
Licensed RCPs are direct patient care providersin hospitals, nursing homes and other patient settings. They are
responsible for the setting of ventilators which keep patients alive and for suctioning patients to prevent pneumonia.
Surely if we regulate hairdressers, we should be regulating these direct patient care providers? The public expects
them to be competent and not have criminal behaviors- without regulation this cannot be managed.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: My recommendation is not to deregulate RCP's, but for
the Respiratory Care Practitioners program to EITHER remain with the DSHS or to be transferred to ther Texas
Dept of Licensing and Regulation

My Comment Will Be Made Public: | agree
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