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----- Original Message-----

From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local]
Sent: Monday, June 02, 2014 12:04 PM

To: Sunset Advisory Commission

Subject: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Submitted on Monday, June 2, 2014 - 12:03

Agency: DEPARTMENT AGING AND DISABILITY SERVICES DADS

First Name: Cassie

Last Name: Myers

Title:

Organization you are affiliated with:

City: Houston
State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or
Opposed:

: We would need the same individualized care plans provided by the

SSLC’s from private ICF's.

Penalties for safety violations in private ICFs have no
consequences. Why?

Inspections of private ICFs are not comprehensive and don’t ensure
the safety and welfare of our loved ones. We need inspections that mirror the SSLC requirements.

Day Habilitation Programs are poorly organized, staffed by people
with little or no training to support the disabled, offer little in the form of vocational skill development,
are frequently conducted in unsafe environments, and are not individually focused to support varying
disabilities.

Private ICF homes are not required to provide high quality community
interaction activities.

The Commission’s cost data is faulty. Private ICF costs don't
reflect medical services provided and paid by Medicaid. We want them to reexamine this data with a
more critical eye. We want apples to apples evaluations, not apple to orange evaluations.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: Inform families who have loved ones with
special needs about the living centers. It took our family YEARS before we even heard about RSSLC. Had
we known help was available, my brother would have had the care that he needed much sooner.
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My Comment Will Be Made Public: | agree












Testimony for Cassie Myers
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medicati s all of which were given to control his behavior. He now takes several medications, all
prescribed for specific medical reasons. This is yet another example of why | feel the State Supported
Living C_ er (SSLC) is the best option for my brother. He even has access to dental care. When we see
Blake now, he looks like he always should have... Genuinely happy, healthy and smiling.

RSSLC has been a blessing to my family. If more education about the Living Centers were given to

famil »ours, | know residential placement would increase. There are so many families in crisis and

/e :a where to turn. The SSLC’s could alleviate so much of the stress that these families endure.
Know 3 atyourloved one is being cared for in a capable facility is a relief like no other.

in closing, there is one more thing | would like to address. As afc  ly member of a special needs
person, | make it a point to vote for elected officials that | feel will make the right choices on their behalf.
I, under NO circumstances, agree with having an appointed commission make decisions that w
determine the course of my brothers future. That is not the form of government we have in this state.
Please hear me when | say this, I, nor my family, want an appointed commission overseeing these
d=risions. These decisions should be reserved solely for elected officials who are not swayed by avaricious
providers and their professional lobbyists.

The closure of the state supported living centers should not and cannot happen. The State of
Texas will not save money by closing these centers! The closure would send the residents of the SSLCs and
their families into crisis. Why cause more pain by closing the centers? Why not alleviate the pain by
allowing access to families that need it, and are not aware of the existence of a facility like the SSLC's?

I will leave you with this last thought; if my brother was capable of being in a home, he wouid be
at my home, with my family and in our care. Thank you for allowing me the time to speak on my brothers
behalf. | hope you consider all that | have said and make the right decision and keep the State Supported
Living Centers open and available to those who need them.
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