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-----Original Message-----
From: sunset@sunset.texas.gov <sunset@sunset.texas.gov> On Behalf Of Texas Sunset Commission
Sent: Sunday, December 16, 2018 11:27 PM
To: Sunset Advisory Commission <Sunset@sunset.texas.gov>
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)

Agency: TEXAS STATE BOARD PLUMBING EXAMINERS

First Name: Russell

Last Name: Wyman

Title:

Organization you are affiliated with: Representing myself

Email: 

City: Dallas

State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or
Opposed:
Members of the Sunset Commission:

It is my understanding that public comment will be accepted and considered through Monday, December 17, 2018.
If a final decision has not been reached by the members of this Commission, please consider these additional
comments when formulating the final decision.

1.      The members of this industry truly embrace our responsibility to the
citizens of this State and are willing to put in the effort and  work necessary to save this agency.

2.      If you listened to the testimony given, the majority testifying expressed
our wishes that we be given the chance to salvage the existing agency.

I realize the Commission believes this industry has already been given in excess of twelve (12) years to address
deficiencies previously addressed.

3.      Speaking as an individual that has attended and participated in Plumbing
Board meetings for years, we were never made aware of the previous recommendations the Commission provided to
the Plumbing Board or of their significance and potential impact on our industry.

The majority of us are not and were not members of this Board and of course not members of our State Legislature.
Any information we are afforded, is in the form of an agenda item. Agenda items are vague and do not include any
of the supporting information Board members are provided.

4.      Trying to address our lack of participation in addressing these
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deficiencies, please understand this information was not something that was readily available to us – nor did we
have the sense to understand that we should be looking for information that could ultimately be so detrimental to our
industry.

While I understand our industry, our current Board and our current Executive Director own the deficiencies outlined
in the Commission Report – any deficiencies addressed in the previous report were not shared with our industry, by
the previous Executive Director or the previous chairperson of the Board. It was never addressed in a Board meeting
and I for one was not smart enough to realize something was being hid from our industry.

5.      Please do not let any anger you may have towards me and my comments, any
anger you may have for our current Executive Director or our current chairman and Board members – be the basis
for an action that could be so detrimental to our industry as a whole.

I for one welcome this task and I know there are many others in this industry welcoming that opportunity as well.
We know what is expected – please let us tackle this. Give us a chance to salvage this Agency and turn it into an
Agency that exceeds each of your expectations.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: Noted in previous correspondence.

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree



Russell W. Wyman 

November 26, 2018 

Sunset Advisory Commission 
P.O. Box 13066 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Members of the Sunset Commission: 

I made this request in a previous correspondence to the Sunset Commission, but just in 
case your recommendation is merely based on the number of responses received in 
support of or against the Plumbing Board - I would like to express my support for the 
continued funding of the Texas State Board of Plumbing Examiners and their associated 
activities. Now that this declaration has been made, if your true intent is to evaluate and 
assess the merits of this agency- please keep reading. 

I hope my belief that the fate of this agency was predetermined prior to the start of the 
review process, is wrong. It is hard for anyone to believe otherwise, considering the 
shallow but rather damaging position that has been taken by the author in the November 
2018 Sunset Commission Report. While my statement may anger or alienate some 
members of this Commission, please understand this is the impression most of us were 
given once we were afforded the opportunity to read the report. 

This report is not just an attack on our Agency, but the condemnation of an industry that 
many of us have tried to improve over the years through the contribution of our time and 
efforts. When someone's personal opinion is presented as fact - stating the value we have 
placed on training and testing of our industry members, to ensure basic health and safety 
standards have been met to protect our citizens - I feel they are using this process to 
argue that we are of a class of people that do not deserve your consideration and that our 
efforts have no merit. The characterization of our efforts is hurtful and is considered by 
most to be a personal attack on our industry and us as individuals. 

When considering my comment that the outcome of this report was predetermined - I think 
any reasonable person would acknowledge that it takes far more effort to address the pros 
and cons of a situation, than it does to focus on a few negative items and use those as the 
basis of the report. It is quite possible the individual compiling the report was not afforded 
the time or resources to perform a fair evaluation or that they just did not want to put forth 
the effort to do so. However, the worst possibility is that the author performing this review 
was directed to focus their efforts on policies and processes that could be manipulated to 
support a negative conclusion. 

The biggest hurdle we must overcome in the plumbing industry, is getting people to 
understand that if we do everything right - nothing happens. People continue to take their 
family members to hospitals, without worry of deficient piping for their medical gases. 
Access to adequate potable water supplies and sanitary collection systems to meet life's 
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basic needs - is not given a second thought. Our citizens can go to school, work and 
randomly select restaurants with an expectation that their health and safety has been and 
will continue to be protected through the good plumbing practices we have worked to 
achieve and maintain. 

We wake up every day with these expectations, because we have accepted and grown to 
expect a society that takes the necessary steps to address any health and safety concerns 
or deficiencies within our communities. The value and effectiveness of many other 
industries and professions is typically based on the increase or decrease in the loss of 
property or life. Most people do not give the plumbing industry a second thought, until they 
have a plumbing problem. One could easily argue that this is a true demonstration of our 
effectiveness as a profession, as an industry and of the leadership and direction provided 
by the Texas State Board of Plumbing Examiners. 

Issue 1 blindly declares that the responsibilities of the Plumbing Board need to be 
transferred to the TDLR, without justifying why they ignored previous recommendations of 
the Sunset Commission - for both agencies. Additionally, they ignored the huge obstacles 
that were placed upon this agency by our own legislators and a previous chairperson, that 
has since been removed by our Governor. 

The February 2002 Staff Report of the TDLR paints the picture of an agency that 
was peppered throughout with deficiencies and short comings. However, the 
recommendations provided only called for a few Rule changes and a transfer of 
the enforcement I regulatory responsibility for plugging water wells to the TNRCC. 

The Sunset Commission recognized the inability of the TDLR to fulfill the 
enforcement responsibilities of one of their own Advisory Boards. But instead of 
calling them to task and requiring them to correct the deficiency, it was deemed 
more appropriate to transfer that burden to another agency. 

The number of unplugged water wells in the State of Texas is miniscule when 
compared to the thousands upon thousands of private water distribution systems 
within our State. But according to this 2018 report for the Plumbing Board, the 
TDLR is now deemed as being the most appropriate agency to regulate and enforce 
deficient private water systems on public and private properties. This makes no 
sense, what-so-ever. 

Issue 1 continued 

The declaration within this report that the Plumbing Board is struggling and that the 
Plumbing Board and Board leadership have not responded effectively to problems 
within their control to fix - is baffling at best and a clear indication that the person 
compiling this report, merely shopped for comments from someone that did not get 
their way. 
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