
 
  

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

      
  

   
 

 

Texas Psychological Association 
1464 E. Whitestone Blvd, Suite 401 – Cedar Park, TX 78613 

888.872.3435 (phone) – 888.511.1305 (fax) 
www.texaspsyc.org 

December 13, 2016 

Sunset Advisory Commission 
PO Box 13066 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Sunset Commissioners: 

The Texas Psychological Association (TPA) appreciates the thoughtful dialog we had at your recent meeting 
regarding the Texas State Board of Examiners of Psychologists (TSBEP).  TPA represents the almost 10,000 
licensees represented by the TSBEP and would like to reiterate that on behalf of the TPA Board of Trustees we 
support the following: 

1. 	 TSBEP maintaining  their independent agency and independent Board  –  TSBEP has been an  
INDEPENDENT AGENCY since its  inception in 1969.  Within this agency, the Board  of Psychologists has 
worked efficiently and effectively.   We do not support  moving the Board to an other agency, which would  
risk  this efficiency and lose the regulatory authority of a doctoral profession.  

2. 	 Maintaining the oral exam as a requirement for  licensure  –  The oral exam is an important element of  
ensuring tha t licensees  are  able to  provide quality, ethical services to the citizens of Texas.  

3. 	 Maintaining the post-doc requirement for  licensure  –  The difference between a pre-doctoral internship 
year  and  a  post-doctoral  fellowship year provide significantly different training experiences and  this 
requirement should  be maintained.  

4. 	 The  Sunset Commission approving a new definition for psychology and including  the  word diagnose  –   
The recent ruling of the 5th  Circuit of Appeals creates the need for a  new definition for the practice of  
psychology,  and this new definition  should include the word diagnose only in  the context of providing  
psychological services.  

5. 	 Adding a provision to  make the SOAH judge ruling binding  –  Include the provision that if a case is being  
heard by a SOAH judge, the  ruling must be accepted by the  Texas State Board  of Examiners of 
Psychologists.  

6. 	 Adding a provision to  include language that LPs directly supervise LPAs  –  Since the inception of the 
Psychology Practice Act (1969), Licensed Psychological Associates  (LPA) have always had the 
requirement that they must be supervised by a licensed psychologist  (LP). In a  recent court case, the 
Texas Third Court of Appeals (NO.  03-11-00541-CV),  confirmed that LPAs are legally bound to work  
under the supervision of a Licensed Psychologist. To prevent any confusion TPA supports adding this 
provision into statute to improve clarity.  

 
Once again thanks for your consideration  on  our recommendations.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
David  White  
Executive Director  

http:www.texaspsyc.org

