From: Sunset Advisory Commission

To: Janet Wood
Subject: FW: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Date: Tuesday, December 06, 2016 2:42:56 PM

From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local]
Sent: Tuesday, December 06, 2016 2:35 PM

To: Sunset Advisory Commission
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)

Agency: TEXAS STATE BOARD EXAMINERS PSYCHOLOGISTS

First Name: Candice

Last Name: Walker

Title: LSSP

Organization you are affiliated with: Huntsville Independent School District
Email: cewalker@huntsville-isd.org

City: Huntsville

State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or

Opposed: | feel the sunset review largely ignores the LSSP portion of the TSBEP so | do not have any portion of the
report to support or oppose. LSSPs are the second largest group of licensees. | do not believe that we were ignored
intentionally, however it is an example of the view of our profession by the TSBEP. LSSPs are often ignored or
dismissed, except when doctoral level psycs are trying to prevent LSSPs from encroaching on their "territory".
LSSPs do not have nearly the rights and privileges given to doctoral level psycs, despite providing many of the same
services. | have included recommendations below.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency:
I read public comments made by others and share some of the same concerns.

I (along with others who have offered public comment) strongly support Master’s level Psychological Associates
and Licensed Specialists in School Psychology being allowed to work in private practice unsupervised by doctoral
level Psychologists. Other related disciplines allow persons with Master’s degrees/without licensure as doctorate
level Psychologists to work unsupervised (i.e., Master’s level Licensed Professional Counselor; Licensed Social
Worker). Doctoral level psychologists (with support from the

TSBEP) have long successfully blocked this recommendation, obviously in effort to restrict Master’s level
psychologists from encroaching upon their employment territory. This restrictive practice is unfair, unethical, is
inconsistent with those of related disciplines, and results in fewer services that can be provided to the public. There
are simply no grounds for which this practice should be allowed to continue.

Also, my licensure prohibits me from practicing in a private school setting despite the experience | have working in
a public school. There are no requirements of working in the private setting that | would be unable to

fulfill with my public school experience. | don’t believe there are any

reasons why we should be prohibited from work in a private setting. This unfortunate rule exists, prohibiting us from
offering more services to the public of which we are well qualified to provide.
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Thank you for your consideration

My Comment Will Be Made Public: | agree





