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.pea:rMr..Leyine.: 

'Thank y()itft)tth~ oPPPttUlljty'to revi~w ·me tcxasCOlfrmi$sifJtt, an EitVitQ1J»m!JttJl(4ua1itJ':flC:eQ)AWffi~ 
HeviewStqlfReport;rele~sed in November 2010. We proposethe inclusiou '()f: additional. .,' ••... '•.•••... •. 
reeommendations:rega.rding the wastewater discbarg~,pennittingprogmmwitlftheaimof~ffe.etiv~~ .,. " 
pr()t¢.~tionfor1!ex:~Jlighqr,aijty wa.t~r:s., <Current pennittin:gpractieesatTCEQ,a,re,DotwhollybasedQll 
'suppot:table:sciencean:d'havc'notincorporatedad\T.ancesinpreui(!ting::en"konme;ntftl.ioiP~t~d.,· ., 
,i1Upr()v~tneJ)ts :itlwastewatertreatinetltmethods~ 

At :t.he,h¢art~.ofthe,¢lJtrent ,permittingproolem$',anabs¢J)p~ofa ~uiulti~uye. d¢fmitiQri,pf~hQtj$.8)l 
l;ltl~~ep~bl~ .(aP.Qve'~e·:mini.mi$).d~€httion,of'water'qn~li~ ,i'(1.'*9EQ,ite~ations()r.·gtlidance~.·:.The:lack 
"ofquantitative'definiti6n forunaoc.eptabledegQldation leadstoCJ:>nfus1onjntietenninirigzappropdate. 

, .·tf~tm~n,t:l(tvel~... ·Ctti1¢titan..ti-degtadatiQn.,reviews(¢qUit¢dby'.1.~·t~C>3l11;$i.~d'Ji>etfQrtn.¢4'bY·~C~Q: 
,staff;aJ'enot~ased:otl,a fuUseientffic.evaluation of'water quallt.Yhrtpl\cts.butJ:'~ly\pdmarilY·,on;setting . 
'ttt.i~~ntlevel?~cQm,J))arJ!bletQot1;l¢t:petn1it$ i$stledit.it@¢'Mett..This ~i~:i"Qte$ad.van.cesit1 
':$~i~llfific 1ol9w:le(;lge'~~¢~nttre~ttnentptacti~e~, aJ)d l~v~affe~tedpat.iies with.the:butden 'ofpForif. " 
'ft1retlvttonmentaI protectionthrougb lal1g'andcost1yadtniniStratiYJ.~ law:heatings.· , 

msettillg:penrtitlim.~~''fCEQ does notuse eurrentbestpraeticeass~ssmeritmethodQlQgies~suchas: 

il,JrtatnicWawr',qI(atity mt¥del$:thathave·b¢¢ndev¢.l()~ by:nati~nJ,.l3~~ci¢$.i:IDd:lJs~dbYQtlt¢.twat~t " 

q~~t)tpr~f¢~i()llalsin,:re~$.Th~~~istittg water,qtlaU~modelillgdone:'b,yTCEQdoes~ot.refleot .. '. 


'.re~1iSticnutrient,eyclingprocess:eswbich further compounds the prdblems:.createdby a:sole.ly ,q~uliitatiY~ 
,.finitiP1l,·Qfwatetqmtlit.Yt1egtadalioo~ 

The.IfiQst. speciuQ,otitical eliaQg~needed'forcuttent TCEQ waste~at~rp¢nnittfugp6li¢les:and 
;PtQce4ur~~ro¢lud.e; 

, 1) 	Aquantitauvedefinitionofdeminimis degradation developed by TCEQarid CQilsistentwith;BPA 
Cl¢anWtite'rA.~tguidM~j$;ll,eed~tl for use in Tier 1,atldTi~r2r~vtew~~ tequjred~y3:Q TAC: 
m~ , 	 ­

~) Oseora dynrunio water quality model (rather. than tbe st:eaQY-$t~.t¢ LA+Qtlal ci.JJ1entlyin use'oy 

TCEQ) tlnltacQ()otttsreruistically for.nutrient impacts is appropriate,. feasihle:andnecessary. 


3} Revisions ofwastewater efiluent limits are needed to ~flectcurrent ind:ustrY1teaUilent practi¢e.s 

now ~vailable, in¢lll,(ling technolQgies $uch as membrane 'Pi.o~Gtor~~ 

,4) 	Flexibility for TCEQ permit writers is needed to recommend alternative technQlogiesandpennits 
(such as Texas Land AppIicatioo p¢rmits) when tbeyare Jjloteptotective and moteappr()ptiat~ 
for sensitiveenvironmen~. ' 
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The City ofAustin would also like to note OUf support for the SunsetConnnission~s :recommendationfor 
considerationofsttonger penalty authority for dam safetY violations~ .As a municipality, we depend on 
the TCEQtoenforce dam safety rules on 'private dt:mlswithin the . City jurisqiction. Increased 
enforcement capability for the State would strengthenthedamsafetyniIesandensuregreater safety for 
ourcitizens:~ 

We would greatly appreciate. your. consideration ofourproposedadditionsinfinalizingrecommend~ti()ns . 
made})y youtcQm.mittee. Thank you, for yourattentiontothe$,e CQncems and for the .recommendations' . 
which we support., Ify()u have anY questions regarding tIi~s¢cqnunents~pl~~se¢allQ1e at (512) 974~919,S 
or viaemail:atJ\f;tctt?ria.f.J@etaustinJx;us~ .' - . . .. . .. 

Sincerely~ 

mailto:viaemail:atJ\f;tctt?ria.f.J@etaustinJx;us



