From: Sunset Advisory Commission

To: Dawn Roberson
Subject: FW: Review of SBEC
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2014 8:05:48 AM

From: Colleen Swain [mailto:cswain@uttyler.edu]
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 8:05 AM

To: Sunset Advisory Commission

Cc: Colleen Swain

Subject: Review of SBEC

Dear Texas Sunset Advisory Commission,

It is my thought that the SBEC should remain part of the educational review process in the state of Texas.
SBEC provides a mechanism for those with an educational background and training to have a say in how
Texas’ educational system operates. As the Texas Education Agency’s commissioner is a political
appointee, it is necessary for those trained in the field and have expertise in areas such as pedagogy,
andragogy, assessment, and measurement that are critical to creating and implementing a highly effective
educational system to have a voice in the process. From reviewing the records related to the cost
associated with SBEC, they appear to be small in terms of our overall spending in education. Having SBEC
as a part of the Texas educational system also allows for a checks and balances system, an important
element in the democracy of our country, to be involved with the educational system. | urge the Texas
Sunset Advisory Commission members to keep SBEC.

Thank you very much for considering this request.

Sincerely,
Colleen Swain

Colleen Swain, Ph.D.

Professor and Director, School of Education
The University of Texas at Tyler

College of Education and Psychology

3900 University Blvd.

Tyler, TX 75799

cswain@uttyler.edu

903.566.7175

Fax 903.565.5560
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