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My name is Dr. Gregory Simonsen and | am a psychologist in private practice in Dallas Texas and am the
2016 president of the Texas Psychological Association. | would like to thank Chairman Gonzales and the

entire Sunset Commission for the opportunity to share my thoughts on behalf of TPA regarding the Texas
State Board of Examiners of Psychologists.

1 would like to call your attention to a letter from TPA that | believe Mr. Romig included in your packets
from the Sunset Commission Staff. TPA responded to the recommendations from the sunset commission
staff and | would like to reiterate that response.

Regarding issue 1: TPA is against abolishing the oral exam.
Regarding issue 2: TPA is against changing the requirements for post-doctoral hours.

Regarding issue 3: TPA supports the recommendations for changes for TSBEP to conform to common
licensing standards.

Regarding issue 4: TPA supports the continuation of the regulation of the profession of psychology.
However, we as an organization feel strongly that the TSBEP should remain both an
independent agency and an independent board. A move to TDLR or any move which
turns TSBEP into an advisory board would negatively impact the board's ability to
protect the public. Our complexly and specialized doctoral profession requires a
knowledgeable and specialized board in order to both license and discipline
psychologists.

Regarding issue 5: TPA supports the changing of the definition of psychology such that it is no longer
overbroad and remains constitutional per the recent 5th circuit court of appeals
decision. We would like to see this commission include a definition of psychology in
the Sunset bill so that we do not risk that at the end of the 85th legislative session we
still have an unconstitutional definition. We also believe that diagnosis must be
included in this definition as it rightly clarifies what psychologists have always done,
which is assess, diagnose, and freat a broad range of behavioral health issues and
mental illnesses.

We also would like to remind the commission of 2 issues that the sunset commission staff left out of their
recommendation.

First, the we clarify the role of SOAH (state office of Administrative Hearings) as a final ruling for the
dismissal of board complaints.

Second, that we include PSYPACT (the psychology interjurisdictional compact) in our updated licensure
act.

Thank you and | would be happy to expand on these ideas to the best of my ability if you have questions.





