
From: Sunset Advisory Commission
To: Brittany Calame
Subject: FW: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Date: Monday, August 6, 2018 7:55:43 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: sunset@sunset.texas.gov <sunset@sunset.texas.gov> On Behalf Of Texas Sunset Commission
Sent: Saturday, August 4, 2018 9:45 PM
To: Sunset Advisory Commission <Sunset@sunset.texas.gov>
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)

Agency: TEXAS BOARD PROFESSIONAL GEOSCIENTISTS TBPG

First Name: LEE

Last Name: SCHNELLE

Title: INDIVIDUAL

Organization you are affiliated with: INDIVIDUAL

Email: 

City: Austin

State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or
Opposed:
Opposed:  The Staff Report assumes that TCEQ oversees the work of a P.G.
There is no such oversight. TCEQ simply requires that a licensed P.G.
appropriately sign and stamp certain documents with which geologists should be involved. They trust the TBPG to
establish competency.  Many TCEQ employees are a licensed P.G.  This does not guarantee TCEQ staff competency
either. However, it does provide a framework of mutual respect for other licensees which was not in existence
before the TBPG was established and other disciplines had been well established.

TBPG is very helpful as a preventative to public health crises. But, that cannot be measured by the amount of or
type of enforcement cases. The TBPG's evaluation should also be measured by prevention of public health crises by
an acting P.G.

One example.  I acted as a TBPG-licensed Project Manager on the initial response to one of the largest retail
underground fuel spills in Texas history that began seeping into a large sensitive rural stream. Our multidisciplinary
team of P.E., construction experts, and other scientists prevented hundreds to thousands of gallons of fuel from
seeping into the creek each week for eight months.  The fuel seep was located at a distance over 1600 feet from the
spill source.

The expertise of this team provided safety and health cross-checks to downstream agricultural and rural residents
along this stream at a critical time. Later biologists verified minimal impact to downstream fisheries and sediments.

A TCEQ P.G. oversaw this work which involved complicated deep alluvial formations and a highly permeable
aquifer. The input from all parties was key, but without an understanding of the underground conditions,
engineering solutions may have been misapplied or under applied. Over 90 percent of the estimated fuel release was
recovered in a 10-month period.
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TxRRC does not provide any oversight for geologists conducting environmental or water resource studies.  Water
resources will be critical to Texas in the future as we extract much of our last key fresh groundwater resources under
an antiquated law governing water rights that hearkens back to a people ignorant of the thousands of years required
to establish many of our key aquifer resources and the only decades required to lay some of them to waste.

Texas underground fresh and slightly saline water resources will be potentially wasted in the near future without
licensed P.G. oversight, engineered solutions, and a respect for the many professional disciplines involved in
managing those resources.

Whether or not a current P.G. has been appropriately grandfathered, their misapplication of fundamental principles
of geology should eventually reveal their non qualified status and TBPG regulations should have the teeth to
discipline or revoke their license.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency:
TBPG regulations appear to be set up to discourage complaints leading to discipline or revoking of licenses for fear
of reprisal or from distrust of the complainant.

Is there any way to improve these regulations to have more bite?

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree




