
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

From: Sunset Advisory Commission 
To: Cecelia Hartley 
Subject: FW: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 
Date: Thursday, December 01, 2016 8:03:43 AM 

-----Original Message----
From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 5:35 PM 
To: Sunset Advisory Commission 
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 

Agency: TEXAS DEPARTMENT TRANSPORTATION TXDOT 

First Name: Amy 

Last Name: Pattillo 

Title: 

Organization you are affiliated with: 

Email:  

City: Rollingwood 

State: Texas 

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or 
Opposed: I support the staff report and recommendations.  Thank you for your thoughtful evaluation of TxDot and 
for your recommendations for increased transparency, more thoughtful and sustainable planning, and increased 
oversight. 

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: 
In further support of Issue 1, I respectfully request that the staff recommend that the state minimize the segmentation 
of contiguous roadway projects within the statewide transportation goals.  Taking Loop 1 in Austin, TX and the 
connecting roadways as a case study, the study and development of Loop 1 has been segmented into 3 separate 
projects ((Mopac Improvement Project (Mopac North of Lady Bird Lake), Mopac Environmental Study (Lady Bird 
Lake to Slaughter), Mopac Intersections Study (the Slaughter and La Crosse Intersections)).  None of the projects 
individually follow performance-based project planning.  In addition, by segmenting the the Mopac Improvement 
Project and the Mopac Environmental Study, there is no performance-based project planning for Loop 1 as a whole. 
For example, there is no analysis of the estimated travel time for a vehicle entering Mopac at 360 in the Mopac 
Environmental Study segment, in one of the most congested corridors, and traveling only a few miles north to exit at 
Enfield, in the Mopac Improvement Project area.  In addition, by segmenting the Mopac Environmental Study and 
Mopac Intersections Study, the first studied putting in toll road lanes and regular lanes that terminate at a lighted 
signal, the second studied putting in new intersection structures with frontage roads, to allow continuing traffic to 
pass through the regular lanes without stopping at the lighted signal.  The studies have not been integrated into one 
another and there is no performance based or environment assessment of the impacts of both the toll lanes and the 
new intersection structures.  It is unclear whether the goals of the Mopac Environmental Study and Mopac 
Intersections Study can both be accomplished if the designs for the studies are combined. 

I also recommend that the agency consider a recommendation that statewide transportation goals include an increase 
in the use of federal dollars to build state highway projects, such as Loop 1, even if use of federal dollars triggers 
additional study and design costs due to federal laws that aid in protecting the environment and our natural 
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 resources.  As a citizen who has followed the process of CAMPO and CTRMA for the past 3 years, there is an 
appearance that there is game being played in the background to shift state funds to fund toll roads, which may or 
may not be paid back, rather than using federal dollars to provide mobility options other than toll roads, because the 
use of federal dollars triggers additional oversight and requirements under federal law that is not required if state 
funds are used. 
It appears that Texas loses out on the use of federal dollars to build roadways in environmentally sensitive areas 
because TxDot has a preference to use state dollars to build toll roads, and have less environmental oversight by 
FHWA and other federal agencies, rather than build roadways using federal funding sources. 

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree 




