
From: Sunset Advisory Commission
To: Brittany Calame
Subject: FW: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Date: Thursday, August 16, 2018 5:03:33 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: sunset@sunset.texas.gov <sunset@sunset.texas.gov> On Behalf Of Texas Sunset Commission
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2018 4:39 PM
To: Sunset Advisory Commission <Sunset@sunset.texas.gov>
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)

Agency: TEXAS BOARD PROFESSIONAL GEOSCIENTISTS TBPG

First Name: Wade

Last Name: Oliver

Title: Manager of Houston Operations

Organization you are affiliated with: INTERA Inc.

Email: 

City: Sugar Land

State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or
Opposed: As a lifelong Texan, I appreciate the important work of the Sunset Commission in evaluating state
agencies and finding areas for improvement. As a licensed professional geoscientist in Texas (#11112), I am
disappointed with the recent recommendation to eliminate the Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists. The
TBPG is a state agency where: 1) the people that are regulated want the regulation and the industry accountability
that a license provides; 2) the people that use license holders want the professional oversight - often requiring a
license in contracts; 3) the license fees more than pay for the agency operations, resulting in net income for the state;
and 4) it provides a valuable and necessary public service protecting the health, safety and welfare of Texans. What
more could you want from a government agency? If there are changes that need to be made to how the agency
operates, that is a different matter and I will enthusiastically support any recommendations made by the Commission
that further protect the health, safety and welfare of Texans. Removing this agency achieves the opposite. I
respectfully request that the Sunset Commission reject the staff recommendation and allow the agency to continue.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: I strongly recommend that the Sunset Commission
allow this agency to continue. I will support changes recommended through the review process to improve the
agency's effectiveness, but removing the agency and licensing entirely poses an acute risk to the welfare of Texans.
Geoscientists are responsible for activities such as evaluating floodplains, potential health hazards associated with
contaminated sites, geologic risks to infrastructure, and planning to ensure our state has adequate water supplies.
Unlike the description in the staff report, these are not activities that are routinely reviewed by peers at state
agencies such as TCEQ and RRC. If the Sunset Commission recommends continuing this important agency, I will
gladly volunteer my time as needed to ensure it meets the needs of the state.

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree
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