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Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or
Opposed:
Sunset Advisory Commission
To whom it may concern:

I am writing to express my concerns regarding the potential abolishment of the Texas Board of Professional
Geoscientists.  I am a licensed Professional Geologist in Texas, Kansas, and Louisiana.  My firm performs oil and
gas reserves audits on more public companies than any other
engineering/geoscience company.    I, and my firm, also perform studies on
underground storage of natural gas.   Continued licensing of Professional
Geologists is the most responsible means for the state to qualify geoscientists and thereby protect the citizens of
Texas.

In preparing oil and gas reserves audits and A&D transactional items, my firm views our role as safeguarding
money.  We protect investors and equity providers by properly categorizing volumes of oil and gas and assessing the
level of expense and risk associated with finding and producing the oil and gas.  For each report that we issue, there
is a signature and stamp of a Professional Engineer and a Professional Geologist.  This signifies that the highest
level of professional judgement was applied to the reported figures.

My initial licensing, for which I took the ASBOG exam, was in the state of Kansas.  Several companies requested
that my firm assist them in the execution of studies on their storage fields as required by the Kansas Corporation
Commission (KCC) to recertify the fields.  This recertification was required after the fatal escape of gas from the
Yaggy Storage Facility in Hutchinson, Kansas, in 2001.  The KCC sought to recertify the fields as to their ability to
safely store and contain injected natural gas.  The KCC required that a licensed geologist sign the submittals,
because the integrity of the storage facilities affected the "health, safety, and well-being" of the residents of Kansas. 
I perform similar studies on gas storage fields in Texas.
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There are certainly other area in which geologic interpretation could be applied to affect the health, safety, and well-
being of Texas citizens.
Environmental geology certainly has some aspects, such as predicting groundwater contamination.  The
qualifications of a civil geologist are very important to studies of ground suitability that are required before the
construction of structures such as buildings, bridges or dams.

When the licensing process was initiated, a grandfather policy was put into place in order to gain acceptance for the
new process.  The grandfathering of geologists watered down the intended purpose, which was to set a minimum
threshold of experience and ability for Professional Geoscientists.  However, the grandfathering effect will continue
to reduce over time as geologists retire.  The remaining licensed geoscientists will have taken the ASBOG exam in
addition to their qualifying resumes of education and experience.

While licensing is not necessary for all geoscientists, it is prudent that the state maintain a licensing program. 
Licensed geoscientists aid in the financial protection of the public by identifying poorly vetted projects and
expenditures.  Licensing is the most responsible means for the state to qualify geoscientists that perform studies and
prepare reports on projects that affect the health, safety, and well-being of the citizens of Texas.  I believe that
continued licensing of Professional Geologists is necessary in order to protect the public.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency:
My recommendations would be:

1)  To continue the licensing program currently in place.
2)  Require licensing for geoscientist who perform work on projects deemed to affect the health, safety, and well
being of the citizenry.
3)  Rigorously enforce the license requirement for the geoscientists performing the aforementioned type of analysis.

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree




