
From: Sunset Advisory Commission 
To: Janet Wood 
Subject: FW: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2018 9:33:32 AM 

 

 

-----Original Message-----
From: sunset@sunset.texas.gov <sunset@sunset.texas.gov> On Behalf Of Texas Sunset Commission 
Sent: Tuesday, November 27, 2018 8:16 AM 
To: Sunset Advisory Commission <Sunset@sunset.texas.gov> 
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 

Agency: TEXAS BOARD PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYING 

First Name: John 

Last Name: Nicholls 

Title: Registered Professional Land Surveyor 

Organization you are affiliated with: Texas Society of Professional Land Surveyors 

Email: nnicholls@pape-dawson.com 

City: San Antonio 

State: Texas 

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or 
Opposed: 
A 
As a Registered Professional Land Surveyor practicing in the State of Texas, I believe strongly that a board made up 
of Professional Surveyors and public members is the best means of regulating the profession of land surveying to 
protect the health, safety, welfare and property of the citizens of Texas. 
However this should include more than one Land Surveyor. While public citizen input is vital to the purpose it is 
imperative that a surveyor should be involved to explain why the world is not flat, that accuracy, precision and 
uncertainty are important, and that drones and GPS are not the be all and end of the profession. The practice of this 
profession is a multifaceted process, no one surveyor knows it all. 

B 
The areas of concern listed in the Sunset Staff Report can and should be addressed within TBPLS. A combined 
board made up of a majority of board members from a different profession as proposed by the Sunset Staff Report is 
not adequate to properly regulate the practice of Land Surveying in Texas. 
Land Surveying is a distinct profession and Texas has a unique and complicated framework of land title and tenure. 
Protecting real estate holdings, the bedrock of our state’s economy and many of our citizen’s most important 
investment, requires a regulatory board made up of subject matter experts and public members. 
The question of funding is puzzling. The fee has been raised and then lowered in recent years. To this surveyor the 
current fee is absurdly low, even though we presently refund surplus to the state. The cost of just one software 
license for the year can be around $2,500. 
The slowness in investigation cannot be entirely fixed by more investigators, or more money. But in amalgamating 
us with Engineers (friends, co-workers, clients and employers as they are) will relegate the concerns, and certainly 
not increase the importance of resolving them. 

Please hear my strong opposition to the proposed combination of the land surveying and engineering boards.  Both 
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of these professions require diligent and expert regulation that a combined board can’t provide." 

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: I recommend that the Texas Board of Professional 
Land Surveying be given the opportunity to address the concerns listed in the Sunset Staff Report and remain an 
independent licensing agency." 

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree 




