From: Sunset Advisory Commission

To: Janet Wood
Subject: FW: Sunset Review changes for the Physical/Occupational Therapy Board
Date: Tuesday, April 19, 2016 8:31:50 AM

From: Robert Newman [mailto:RNewman@unitedregional.org]

Sent: Monday, April 18, 2016 5:18 PM

To: Sunset Advisory Commission

Subject: Sunset Review changes for the Physical/Occupational Therapy Board

| am a practicing physical therapist that has been licensed in Texas for 32 years. Wanted to give you
my input on the Issues and Recommendations:

Issue 1 - | agree that facility licenses are an unnecessary expense for providers that serves no
purpose.

Issue 2 - | agree that Texas has placed significant roadblocks to therapists from other states seeking
to practice here. | support the Licensure Compact.

Issue 3 - | agree that in the past, the board has managed CEU approval as well as the TPTA. It isn't
rocket science. Basically, all that is needed are copies of the objectives, course schedule, and course
evaluation. | would suggest an improved web link & search engine when looking up approved
courses. The last time the board managed this, it was difficulty for a therapist to look up a specific
course.

| do not support fingerprint-based criminal background checks of licensees. Most of us do not work
for the government & this should not be a requirement for licensure.

Issue 4 - | do not support moving our regulation to the Board of Health or other boards. We are self-
sufficient as a board and have an excellent investigator. Our board is fair, but takes ownership in
discipline with violators of the rules. | filed a complaint against an athletic trainer with the Board of
health for providing game coverage without a license for 2 athletic sites by walkie talkie. The ISD
required a licensed therapist or trainer at both sites. A football player had a compound femur
fracture and she left one game My son was playing in to go to the other site. The Board of health
sent me 2 letters stating they were looking into the matter and a final letter that no action was
taken. If a player on the field had a concussion or spinal injury with a closed airway and died, The
ISD and trainer would have been sued for negligence. | do not think the Board of Health was willing
to protect the public and enforce the rules in this case.

| support the recommendation of continuing the Texas Board of P.T/O.T. Examiners until 2029.
Thank you,

Robert Newman, Lead P.T.
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