
From: Sunset Advisory Commission
To: Brittany Calame
Subject: FW: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Date: Monday, August 13, 2018 4:03:29 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: sunset@sunset.texas.gov <sunset@sunset.texas.gov> On Behalf Of Texas Sunset Commission
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2018 3:05 PM
To: Sunset Advisory Commission <Sunset@sunset.texas.gov>
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)

Agency: TEXAS BOARD PROFESSIONAL GEOSCIENTISTS TBPG

First Name: Vernon

Last Name: Moore

Title:

Organization you are affiliated with: TBPG

Email: 

City: Houston

State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or
Opposed:
I oppose the move to discontinue the Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists.  In my opinion, the most important
role of the board is to act as a quality control on geoscience professionals working on projects that would affect the
welfare our citizens. Geoscience related projects can not be solely left in the hands of professional engineers whose
educational requirements and professional standards lack emphasis and involved geoscience training. The general
public have a very low level of knowledge or training concerning geoscience or the magnitude of the effects of
mismanagement of pertinent geoscience issues over a decades or longer time frame to the society.  A private citizen
will rarely interface directly with a certified geoscientist, but will instead have to pay the price in damages to
property, health, and economic hardship caused by a larger agency or business enraged in such endeavors without
the the stewardship of qualified geoscientists.
Discontinuing the Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists would leave citizens with little knowledgeable defense
on many issues that are becoming more important in Texas.  For example: subsidence and flood control issues in
urban areas, induced seismicity, water resource management, water and environmental issues related to the recent
ramp-up of oil industry drilling in the state, and of course waste disposal of all types with a growing population.
Also, many issues that concern geoscientists are relevant and are managed on a longer time frame than many typical
engineering issues and should be measured on a similar time frame.  For example, road and foundation stability over
decades, flood control issues span decades, responsible aquifer management and protection spans decades, toxic
waste clean-up takes years but spill effects can last for decades or even longer.  To measure the impact of
professionals in the geoscience board on these issues over the decade plus history of the board is inadequate and
misguided.
Additionally, the decrease in enrollment in the board is due to the natural retirement of Baby Boomer generation
consistent with population statistics, not due to a lack in projects.  Likewise the percent of grandfathered participants
will decrease in a similar fashion going forward.
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Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: No comments

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree




