
From: Sunset Advisory Commission
To: Brittany Calame
Subject: FW: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Date: Friday, August 10, 2018 9:48:01 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: sunset@sunset.texas.gov <sunset@sunset.texas.gov> On Behalf Of Texas Sunset Commission
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2018 8:45 AM
To: Sunset Advisory Commission <Sunset@sunset.texas.gov>
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)

Agency: TEXAS BOARD PROFESSIONAL GEOSCIENTISTS TBPG

First Name: Kristin

Last Name: Miller

Title: Professional Geoscientist

Organization you are affiliated with: Texas Water Development Board

Email: 

City: Austin

State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or
Opposed: I do not support the deconstruction of the Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists (Board) because
doing so would remove the safeguards that are in place to ensure the qualifications for environmental scientists and
others. There are many state agencies, county governments, and city governments that require submittals for permits
and reports to be completed by licensed geologists. Doing away with the Board would allow unqualified people to
practice geology and potentially cause lawsuits and degradation of the the practice of geology, as well as potential
impacts on the environment. Currently, the Board licensing program is stringent and ensures that unqualified people
do not claim they are geologists. Other states have licensing to prevent these problems. Losing  a professional
license may cause qualified people to be usurped by unqualified and potentially dishonest enterprises.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency:
I recommend that this agency be granted funding and be recognized as an essential process in the assurance that
environmental, groundwater, surface water, and other laws are followed and to maintain the integrity of the
profession of geologists.

Also, consider adding petroleum geologists to the list of people that require licenses to further finance the existence
of this agency and to ensure that only qualified people are practicing geology in the State of Texas.

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree
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