
 
 

 
 

     
   
 

 
 

 
                                 

                                   
 
                           

            
           
                                 

           

   
                           
                           

           

From: Sunset Advisory Commission 
To: Cecelia Hartley 
Subject: FW: Agency Consolidation 
Date: Monday, November 10, 2014 4:18:07 PM 

From: Shelley McMullen  
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 2:14 PM 
To: Sunset Advisory Commission 
Cc:  
Subject: Agency Consolidation 

Mr. Ken Levine, Director, 
Sunset Advisory Commission 
Austin, Texas 

Dear sir: 

My name is Shelley McMullen. I am totally blind, 63 years old, a member of the American Council 
of the Blind of Texas, and a satisfied user of the services of DARS Division for Blind Services. 

I wish to voice my strong opposition to the Sunset Commission’s recommendation 1.1 which would 

consolidate the present five HHS system agencies, including the Department of 
Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, into one single agency. Such consolidation 
would create a system that will make access to rehabilitation services for people who are blind or 

visually impaired significantly more difficult. The nature of rehabilitation
 services for blind and visually impaired persons requires
 specially trained rehabilitation professionals and an
 agency management support team who understands the
 specific circumstances and challenges faced by
 individuals who experience vision loss. The proposed organizational 
structure that places rehabilitation services under a generic term like “medical and social services” 
would marginalize the critical direct services required by blind and visually impaired individuals to 

be successful at finding employment. Attempts in other states to
 consolidate agencies and agency missions have had a
 detrimental impact on services to blind and visually
 impaired individuals. I sincerely hope that the
 Commission will rethink and revise this recommendation
 and allow the Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative
 Services to continue as a stand-alone agency dedicated
 to promoting employment opportunities for Texans who
 are blind or visually impaired, thus transforming them 
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 from tax users into tax payers. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely 

Shelley McMullen. 

Shelley McMullen Certified Christian Life Coach (CCLC) 
Certified Christian Wellness Coach (CCWC) 
business name: Walking Blind by Grace 
business phone: (210) 824-2617 

 
website: http://guidedogmanual.weebly.com 
Become All that you be-with greater INFLUENCE! 
Blindness Sensitivity Trainer 
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