From: Sunset Advisory Commission

To: Dawn Roberson
Subject: FW: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Date: Thursday, May 29, 2014 11:56:02 AM

From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local]
Sent: Thursday, May 29, 2014 11:43 AM

To: Sunset Advisory Commission
Subject: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)

Submitted on Thursday, May 29, 2014 - 11:43

Agency: DEPARTMENT AGING AND DISABILITY SERVICES DADS
First Name: Margo-Ellen

Last Name: Gillman

Title: CEO Ovation Orations

Organization you are affiliated with: Houston Area Independent film Makers, Houston Public Broadcasting,
Hadassah, Honey Brown Foundation

City: Houston
State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or

Opposed: This agency is making a grave mistake with its intent to close six state facilities that provide care and
education to profoundly intellectually

challenged citizens. | have assisted as a volunteer on projects at the

Richmond, Texas facility. This campus MUST continue its services. The

current trend to move residence into what might appear to be less restrictive independent housing facilities is posing
a threat to the safety of these individuals. How will these facilities be monitored?

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: An option to closing the Richmond facility, might be a
correlated effort with the educational programs at local Universities and colleges. Research and hands on education
for students who are considering careers in fields related to the needs of the intellectually challenged would be a
win win situation. | would like to appear in front of committee to further express my views.

My Comment Will Be Made Public: | agree
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