
 

From: Sunset Advisory Commission 
To: Janet Wood 
Subject: FW: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 
Date: Wednesday, December 07, 2016 8:05:19 AM 

-----Original Message----
From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 06, 2016 10:33 PM 
To: Sunset Advisory Commission 
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 

Agency: TEXAS MEDICAL BOARD 

First Name: Jeffrey 

Last Name: Hunter 

Title: MD 

Organization you are affiliated with: Texas Association of Pediatric Ophthalmology and Adult Strabismus, 
American Academy of Ophthalmology, AAPOS 

Email:  

City: Tyler 

State: Texas 

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or 
Opposed: 
Dear Sunset Advisory Commission,I write this letter to support an idea of competence and safety within the Medical 
& Surgical professions in Texas. As a pediatric ophthalmologist and adult strabismologist with over 20 years of 
experience in this great State of Texas, I am concerned about a national trend of lowering standards to practice 
medicine, particularly surgery of any kind, but especially involving the eye. Vision is such a unique and highly 
developed special sense, that deserves only the best trained professionals to care for the eyes of Texans. Becoming 
an ophthalmologist not only is super competitive among well trained MD/DOs, but is proceeded by demonstrating 
excellence in Medical school by mastering the rigorous scientific curriculum that assures competence in 
understanding physiology, anatomy and critical thinking. Recently, non -Medically trained Boards, such as that of 
Optometry have tried to pass legislation at the state level giving surgical privileges to groups of people(optometrists) 
not trained in the basics of human medicine &  extremely under-trained to possess surgical expertise in the care of 
eyes(and whole bodies). Over my career, I have been amazed by the lack of basic understanding most "eye care" 
professionals demonstrate in the field of medical & surgical ophthalmology(especially pediatrics), and to have their 
Board grant surgical privileges to any individual, much less the entire state populous of ODs, when their Board has 
no training or competency themselves to call upon. At a minimum, any surgeon(general,podiatric, ophthalmologic 
or 
other) should sit for & pass the state required TMB exams, as well as have 3 years of graded training in surgery, to 
assure that the General Public is protected for incompetent individuals.Taking a weekend course, even being 
required to do 90 hours of course work does not offer the global training a person needs to be a surgeon.Being a 
competent surgeon is not only being able to perform the common things safely, but being able to make life saving 
decisions quickly when those rare, but scary situations occur. My life work has been to help children and adults with 
vision threatening problems, and I see giving surgical privileges to non-surgery trained individuals as a major step 
backwards in protecting the people of Texas. 
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Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency:
 
*Require any person wanting to perform any type of surgery on the human body to demonstrate knowledge, skill
 
and competency by passing the standardized Medical/Surgical exams required of all MD/DOs in the State of Texas.
 
*Or alternatively, develop a "Super- Board" that has individuals from all licensing Boards, to determine the
 
requirements that are deemed necessary to be a safe , well trained surgeon.
 

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree
 




