
From: Sunset Advisory Commission
To: Brittany Calame
Subject: FW: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Date: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 2:01:30 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: sunset@sunset.texas.gov <sunset@sunset.texas.gov> On Behalf Of Texas Sunset Commission
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 1:39 PM
To: Sunset Advisory Commission <Sunset@sunset.texas.gov>
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)

Agency: TEXAS BOARD PROFESSIONAL GEOSCIENTISTS TBPG

First Name: Walter

Last Name: Holland

Title: Management Consultant

Organization you are affiliated with: None - retired consultant

Email: 

City: Austin

State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or
Opposed: I am a P.G in Texas. I am strongly opposed to the recommendation to abolish the TBPG in the Sunset
Review Commission staff report.  As a former general manager of a groundwater conservation district and as a
former official in the statewide alliance of such districts, I can assure you that most GCDs depend on
hydrogeologists, as either staff members or consultants, or both, to help manage the groundwater resources in the
state knowledgeably and in keeping with good science.  Those groundwater resources are property rights of all
landowners, aka the public.  As those groundwater resources become increasingly constrained, it is imperative that
GCDs and their stakeholders, including the public, have confidence that groundwater management decisions are
based on competent science and those providing inputs to those decisions are scientifically credible.  Part of that
credibility includes having both professional reputations and professional liability at risk in making geoscience-
based judgments and conclusions. No other set of practicing professionals, including in particular professional
engineers who have a quite different academic background and set of skills, reach that bar and can provide that
assurance. GCDs generally depend on the licensing program of the Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists to
help provide confidence in protecting private property rights and the public interest.  Further, a valid professional
geoscience license is a requirement of those providing scientific analytical reports issued by both state agencies like
the Texas Water Development Board and by responding entities such as those applying for groundwater use permits
and engaging in
groundwater planning on behalf of the public.   So it is rather incredible
that the sunset review of TBPG concluded that there was no public benefit to a P.G. license!  Please re-consider.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: Perhaps some other metric besides "complaints" ought
to be developed and used for defining the worth and utility of a licensing program.  That recommendation applies to
both the licensing entity, like the TBPG presently, and also to the administrative reviewing entity, viz., the Sunset
Review Commission.

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree
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