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;bef‘stnct should s

Th ‘-‘Fort Worth school those sohools, :
bdard is'in a high-stakes . ‘The money.is substan-
face-offiwith the .Barnett tiel and would come- as
Bhale’s most powerfulnat- schools in Fort Worth and
] gas:companies. Board statewide: have- been -hit
J ,‘embers must not ‘back with - funding . shortfalls
.. and face the threat of cut-
On\‘he one hand, Ches- backs'in state aid when the
Apeake Energy, Finley Re- Legislature meets in )’anu—
;swtces, Quicksiiver Re- ary. ‘-

ources, : Vantage Fort But the healthand safe-
h ‘Epérgy and XTO ty concerns-are: just too

‘million « for ‘mineral: outwelighs the need for
leases on 4@ sites money,.
by’the school dis-* An . independent eon-

trict. Most-of tho e sites -sultant studying poten-
areschools. ,Hally  hazardous.

al
011 the other  hand, gas site emissions fot.For
there 1s reason for height- Worth® haé reporte ‘
ened concern about what leaks at bsy,percent of __e
;ae arby natural gas drilling sites tested:: .« '

might mean for the health  The; staff of the Texas
@nd safety of children in Commission’ on ‘Enviroh-

‘ommendation for stronger

‘are bffering almost great, The need for caution’

mental Quality, in a Tec-
regulation of ofl and:gas

-gites; has said thaticutrent
" state laws are outdatedand

that - excessive - emissions
have .'been “historically
underreported”

.- On Monday, a leak at an

" XTOwell created a vapor
cloud in north Fo t Worth.

‘The. school board- has-
discussed some of the]eas-
es sinee -October and has

- twice delayed: action. A

board policy says drilling
sites must not be located
within 1,200 feet: of
schools pr school property.
Two sites targeting three
p operties in a14-tract bid
pacleege violate that stan-
dard."-

’I‘mstee Iuan Rangel

i Ial 0 Fort Woxth trustees should use thelr Ieasing Ieverage to keep drilling sites away from schools

persuaded his feilow board

members to table consid-

erabion of that package in
October while he' worked
on ‘ways to‘address the
proximity .of driling sites
to Daggett: Montessori,
Richard J. Wilson Elemen-

‘tary and a school~owned

lot across' the street. ﬂ'om
Daggett oo o

Rangel worked out an
agreement: with XTO En--

- ergy, the successful bidder

on:the Daggett Montessori'
and- Wilsén Elementary
sites. The. agreement at-
tempted :to require safety
measures such as air qual~
ity testing at the s¢hools,
but it’ was poorly written
and clearly needed more
work.

The board members

,and 1ts ground on gas leases

could have rejected the
problem -‘leases : at their
Nov. 16 meeting, But an

XTO spokesman told them

the company would still
drill near- the schools to
reach “its other mineral
leases, - .-

If that didn’t rub trust-
ees the wrong- .way, it
should have,

They _discussed .. the
matter in an executive ses-
sfon; and board: President
Ray - Dickerson: announced
that the board would not
discuss the pending lease
packages
March. - -

Just 27 days later, an ex-

panded list of gas leases is:

on the board’s agenda to=
day — with the three prob-
lem ' properties removed.
Strategically, that’s a bad
move for the district.

The schoolhoardhasno- 7
ling sites

ficlals,

all leases to companies that
insist on drilling too close.

To glve up that:leverage,
move forward with .other
leases and ighore the threat

to Daggett and Wilson |

would be a mistake;

Some. board niembe:s; ’

also worry that if the dis-
trict does not sign the leas-
es before the end of the

year the companies will

backeway

- If thatis true, eompany ;
officials should openly say -
.80, .

The school board must

away from ;
schools. That authority
restswithcityandstateof- -

The board’s only lever-
age esin its power todeny . .

Hobbs

stand fitm and enforce its ; ﬂ

policy ' against drilling

within

1,200 feet of -
schools. \
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2 inal $650,000.
o Council members appear to be at least asinterest-
< ed in making sure the city gets solid scientific find-
>&>  ings for its money as they are in the rising price tag.
Though they don’t oppose further analysis, Dis-
ﬁ trict 3 Councilman Zim Zimmerman and District 4 -
“ Councilman Danny Scarth wonder whether finish-
ing the testing is necessary to merit a “scientifically
valid” study. Scarth said that a 20 percent sample
would be more than adequate to make a scientific
{ judgment.
3) “I'm not sure it's going to belp the credibility of
" the testing to do that other 25 percent of the sites,”
?\ Zimmerman said.
~ Information gleaned from a credible siudy is the
¥  council’s ultimate goal and why memberslast month
embraced increasing the funding — possibly as much
as $250,000, they were told ~ to see to it that the
testing goal of 75 percent of the city’s active well sites
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Fort Worth ® The gas-well testing will cost %;35‘ ‘éf—’: =
$400,000 more than originally envisioned., BEge
s 8 B
By John Henry ‘g8 f'{?ﬁ
jfhenry@star-telegram.com ’ g2 = g g‘
FORT WORTH — A study to examine the effects of - é; &
natural gas drilling on air quality will cost about ‘e P
$400,000 more than the City Council appropriated. '.5’9«
The council will decide tonight whether to ap- g g; 3
prove the extra money from the city’s gas-leasereve- B
nue fund to finish the study as originally outlined. -%g‘;
The new cost is $1,052,448, compared with the orig- ¢ ﬁ? kS
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was met.

\§ Eastern Research Group now says it needs
$351,000 to dothat. With the funding, accordingtoa
staff report, Eastern will be able to point-source test -
180 more well sites for a total of 380 and meet a re-
vised completion deadline of june.

Eastern said in October that it could not meet the
original contract terms to test 75 percent of the city’s
active gas wells. Half the sites have been tested, and
68 percent of those show emissions of some sort..

Some officials wonder whether winter is the best
time for testing, though the answer depends on
which scientist you ask. The lower temperatures in
this case should not affect the point-source testing,
which collects samples at the source, said Michael
Gange, the city’s assistant environmental director.

“The gas coming out of the ground is 90 to 150
degrees Fahrenheit as it’s extracted from the
ground,” Gange said. “The gas will be hot enough as
opposed to the ambient temperatures?”

Eastern did both point -source and ambient test--
ing in the sumimer.-

The money ﬁgure, Gange said is fixed and will
not increase, which is something the council asked
for at a briefing in November. Funding for other ad-
~ ditional costs in the study is also sought, including
project management and further camster analysis
from the first phase of testing.

“] think it is better for us to have too much in-
formation than not enough,” Mayor Mike Moncrief
said last month. “I can’t think of a better use of” the
gas-revenue funds.

Most council members have expressed support
for additional testing.
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