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funding for air study 

Fort Worth D The gas-well testing will cost 
$400,000 more than originally envisioned .. 
By John Henry 
jfhenry@star-telegram.com 
FORT WORTH - A study to examine the effects of 
natural gas drilling on air quality will cost about 
$400,000 more than the City Council appropriated. 

The council will decig.e tomght whether to ap
prove the extra money from the city's gas.-lease reve
nue fund to finish the study as originally outlined. 
The new cost is $1,052,448, compared with the orig

-; inal $650,000...... 

 

'do Council members appear to be at least as interest
ed in making sure the city gets solid scientific find
ings for its money as they are in the rising price tag. 

Though they don't oppose further analysis, Dis';' 
trict 3 Councilman Zim Zimmerman arid District 4 
Councilman Danny Scarth wonder whether finish-
ing the testing is necessary to merit a "scientifically 
valid" study. Scarth said that a 20 percent sample 
would be more than adequate to make a scientific 
judgment. , 

"I'm not sure it's going to help the credibility of 
the testing to do that other 25 percent of the sites:' 
 Zimmerman said • 


......-;,. 
 Information gleaned from a credIble study is thev'" 	council's ultimate goal and why members last month 
embraced increasing the funding. - possibly as much 
as $250,000, they were told - to see to it that the 
testing goal of 75 percent of the city's active well sites, "l 	was met. 

Eastern Research Group now says it needs 
$351,000 to do that. With the funding, according to a 
staff report, Eastern will be able to point -source test 
180 more well sites for iJ total of 380 and meet a re
vised completion deadline of June. 

Eastern said in October that it could not meet the 
original contract terms to test 75 percent of the city's 
active gas wells. Half the sites have been tested, and 
68 percent of those show emissions of some sort, 

Some officials wonder whether winter is the best 
time for testing, though the answer depends on 
which scientist you ask. The lower temperatures 'in,
this case should not affect the point-source t!'lsting, 
which collects samples at the source, said Michael 
Gange, the city's assistant environmental director. 

"The gas coming out of the ground is 90 to 150 
degrees Fahrenheit as it's extracted from the 
ground," Gange said. "The gas will be hot enough as 
opposed to the ambient temperatures!' 

Eastern did both point-source and ambient test-· 
ing in the summer.· 

The money figure, Gqe SlUd, is fixed and will 
not increase, which is something the council asked 
for at a briefing in November. Funding for other ad

. 	ditional costs in the study is also sought, including 
project management and further canister analysis 
from the first phase of testing. 

"1 think it is better for us·to have too much in
formation than not enough," Mayor Mike Moncrief 
said last month. "I can't think of a better use of" the 
gas-revenue funds. 

Most council members have expressed support 
for additional testing. 
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