From: Sunset Advisory Commission

To: Janet Wood
Subject: FW: Sunset Commission report on mental health boards
Date: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 3:31:57 PM

From: Mark Herranen

Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 2:56 PM

To: Juan Hinojosa; Robert Nichols; Charles Schwertner; Kirk Watson; Stacey.Smith@NCPA.org; Larry
Gonzales; Cindy Burkett; Dan Flynn; Senfronia Thompson; William.Meadows@Hublnternational.Com
Cc: Sunset Advisory Commission

Subject: Sunset Commission report on mental health boards

| am asking you to support keeping the state boards for marriage and family
therapists, as well as licensed professional counselors, as independent bodies within
the Texas healthcare delivery system. | do not support the Sunset Commission's
recommendations to move these boards to the Department of Licensing and
Regulation, and to diminish the boards' current regulatory and enforcement functions
to an advisory status. This would hinder the professions' ability to govern licensees in
authentic peer review, as well as obstruct limited rule promulgation to meet new
advances and best practices in the field.

| agree that the boards can improve their regulatory functions, including reforms in
the speed, privacy and due process of handling complaints, and suggest that this can
be achieved through internal process changes. Revenue from our
professional licensing fees could be used to implement improvements in these
areas. | therefore request your support for a recommendation that keeps the mental
health licensing boards in the healthcare delivery system with their autonomous
authority to make rules.

Thank you for your time and dedication in serving our clients, who can be among
the most vulnerable citizens of Texas.

Sincerely,

Mark Herranen, M.A.

Licensed Professional Counselor
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist
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