Board of Directors
2014

Walter Graham,
Chair

David Thomason,
Vice Chair

Gary Luft,
Treasurer

Alyse Migliaro,
Secretary

Susan Copeland
Central Texas

Lynda Ender
North Texas

Charles Lee
South Texas

Michelle Parker
West Texas

Bettye Mitchell,
East Texas

451 CR 154 Cisco, TX 76437

fae

TEXAS SENIOR
ADVOCACY
COALITION

November 7, 2014

The Honorable Jane Nelson, Chair
Texas Sunset Advisory Commission
PO Box 13066

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Senator Nelson,

Your service and commitment for the citizens of Texas and your work on the
Sunset Advisory Commission is appreciated. Members of the Texas Senior
Advocacy offer these thoughts for your consideration.

Texas Senior Advocacy Coalition's mission is to advocate and serve as a voice
for Texas Seniors. The senior population in Texas is rapidly growing. The current
population of Texans 60 years of age and older is 4.6 million. Projection for
2020 is 5.7 million and 9.7 million by 2040. As seniors continue to age, there
will be a greater need and demand for the resources and services available to
those 60 and older.

The identity and visibility of existing aging service networks must be
preserved and protected in order to be accessible and effectively serve one of
our most vulnerable populations.

Today, seniors in need of assistance in navigating the appropriate resources
and services available to them are best served through local Area Agencies on
Aging. Under a new organizational structure we encourage the Sunset Advisory
Commission to support the continued work and identity of Area Agencies on
Aging, as authorized under the Older American’s Act to provide grass roots
planning, advocacy, coordination and aging service delivery. The Area Agencies
on Aging are identified as the go-to program in Texas to assist senior
specifically.

We appreciate your consideration of our concerns.

Sincerely,

President

254-631-8783 wcghg@txol.net
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