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August 15, 2018 
Texas Sunset Advisory Commission 
P.O. Box 13066 
Austin, Texas 78711 
email: sunset@sunset.texas.gov 
 

Re: Sunset Staff Report on Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists 
 
Mr. Chairman and Members of the Texas Sunset Advisory Commission: 
 

On behalf of the Ground Water Science Board of the Texas Ground Water Association 
(TGWA), I want to thank the Texas Sunset Advisory Commission for the opportunity to 
comment on the Staff Report regarding Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists. TGWA, 
created in 1947, is a statewide association of more than 1,400 well drillers, pump installers, 
equipment manufacturers and suppliers, professional geoscientists, and other groundwater 
professionals. The organization provides continuing education classes for licensed water well 
drillers and pump installers across the state, hosts an annual convention and trade show, and 
provides other educational and networking opportunities for its members. Among other 
purposes, TGWA aims to support the interests and welfare of the water well industry, promote 
scientific education and research, improve methods of well construction, and help develop the 
science of groundwater hydrology.  

 
The TGWA Ground Water Science Board is uniquely situated to weigh in on this issue, as it 

consists of professional geoscientists, professional engineers, and groundwater conservation 
district general managers. We support leaving the Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists in 
place in order to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Texas. Among 
other tasks, professional geoscientists interpret complex subsurface geology, read geophysical 
logs, interpret fault and subsurface structures, conduct geophysical studies of subsidence, 
interpret complex groundwater chemistry and potential contamination, and build predictive 
and 3D geological groundwater models. Utilizing licensed geoscientists to perform these tasks 
is important to ensure adequate protection of groundwater quality and availability. At a time 
when people are turning more and more to groundwater to supply the state’s water needs, it’s 
more important than ever that we rely on the sound science provided by this board’s oversight. 
 

Due to the short time frame between the release of the Staff Report and consideration by 
the Committee, we also encourage the Committee to, at a minimum, allow more opportunity 
for participation and comments on this important issue before a final decision is made.    

 
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on this matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
William (Billy) Gamblin, P.E. 
President, TGWA GWS Board 
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August15,2018

S unsetAdvisory Com m ission
1501 N orthCongressAvenue
R obertE.JohnsonBuilding
Austin,T exas78701
P hone:(512)463-1300;em ail: m ailto:sunset@ sunset.texas.gov

R e: R ecom m endationtoAbolishT exasBoard ofP rofessionalGeoscientistP rogram

DearAdvisory Com m issionM em bers:

T hank you forthe opportunity to com m ent on thisvery im portant subject. AsacareerP rofessional
Engineer(L icense #82640)in T exasIhave w orked alongside P rofessionalGeoscientistsin anum berof
com plexandvariedprojectsrangingfrom publichealthrelatedenvironm entalprojectstocom plexpublic
w atersupply w ellfields. Inourcollaborationefforts,ithasbeenm y experiencethatgeoscientistsoffera
differentperspectiveand scientificexpertisethathasbeencriticaltothesuccessoftheprojects. Inalot
ofcases,aP .G.stam pw asm oreappropriateorw ouldcom plem entm y P .E.stam pinensuringthatpublic
healthandsafety w asprotected.

S om e ofthe skillsetsunique to the Geoscientist profession include the interpretation ofcom plex
subsurface geology,form ation top and base picks,reading geophysicallogs,interpret of fault and
subsurface structures,geophysical studiesof subsidence,interpretation of com plex groundw ater
chem istry,building predictive and 3D geologicalgroundw aterm odelsorthe determ ination subsurface
geologicalcontam ination sources. Allofw hich can be criticalin successfully protecting the citizensof
T exas.

I encourage the Advisory Com m ission to consider these and other im portant factsregarding the
im portanceoftheT exasBoardofP rofessionalGeoscientistP rogram inprotectingthepublic.

Iappreciatetheopportunity toprovidethisinform ation.

S incerely,

BR A U N IN T ER T EC CO R P O R A T IO N

W illiam Gam blin,P .E.
AssociateP rincipal-Environm ental/W aterR esourcesM anager
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