
August 16, 2018 

Texas Sunset Advisoryy Commissionn 
P.O. Box 13066, Austinn, Texas 78711 
Email: sunsset@sunset.texas.gov 

Subject: OOpposition to Texas Boarrd of Professiional Geoscientists abolisshment and repeal of thee Texas 
GGeoscience PPractice Act 

Mr. Chairmman and Memmbers of the TTexas Sunseet Advisory CCommission, 

I want to thhank you for the opportunnity to providde commentss and expresss my strongg oppositionn to the 
Texas Sunnset Advisoryy Commissioon Staff Repport (the Stafff Report) onn the recommendation thhat the 
Texas Boaard of Profeessional Geeoscientists (the Board)) be abolished and the Texas Geosscience 
Practice Acct be repealeed.  This is coounter to thee basis of the Staff Reportt’s concern regarding prootection 
of the public. 

From the bbeginning, licensure creattion was based in the prootection of puublic health, ssafety, and wwelfare.  
In Februaryy 2001, durinng the 77th Leegislature, Senate Bill 4005 was passeed with a majjority vote of 26 yes 
votes versuus 2 nays annd one present not voting. The passingg of SB 405 was completted after a long and 
very thorough vetting process.   Ninety perceent of votingg Senators ssupported thhe licensing of the 
practice of geoscience for the protection of the ppublic.  

The Board was createdd to regulatee the implemmentation of tthe Texas GGeoscience PPractice Act and its 
very missioon “is to prottect public heealth, safety, welfare, annd the state’ss natural resoources by ennsuring 
only qualiffied personss carry out the public practice of geosciencee and enforrcing the Coode of 
Professional Conduct tthe Board haas establisheed for its licennses.  Licenssure providees protection for the 
public by eestablishing minimum sttandards in tthe disciplinee that individduals wishinng to practicee must 
meet and mmaintain.  Addditionally, thhe license allows the licennse-holder too be held leggally responssible for 
their work. 

Competentt geological input is integgral to proteccting the pubblic health, ssafety and weell-being.  Areas of 
concern in the State of Texas in whhich geologissts are directlly engaged in the practice of geologyy where 
“public saffety” is a conncern are:  ggroundwaterr supply and contaminatiion, hazardoous and radiooactive 
wastes, strream and coastal erosionn, landslides and other slope failures or sink holees, subsidencce, and 
faults.  Onne only needds to look att events asssociated withh the Cambrria cave sinkkhole in Williiamson 
County too find a reccent exampple where thorough subsurface exxploration emmploying coommon 
engineeringg geophysicss methods wwould have heelped to idenntify areas of concern in thhe developmment.  A 
few broad groundwater issues wheere the publiic safety is aat risk and wwhere the emmploy of a liccensed 
geoscientisst makes aa differencee include: ddetermination of subsuurface geoloogical sourcces of 
contaminattion to drinking water souurces; Improperly sited and abandoneed sanitary landfills repreesent a 
significant risk to publicc health throough contamiination of thee groundwateer by solid wwaste leachatte, and 
leaking undderground sttorage tanks have destrooyed shalloww aquifers thaat once provided drinkingg water 
to entire coommunities. 

In closing, I am in stronng oppositionn to the Staffff Report andd strongly suppport the Booard and its mmission 
to protect tthe public heealth, safety, welfare, andd the state’s natural resouurces by enssuring only quualified 
persons caarry out the ppublic practice of geoscience and enfoorcing the Coode of Professsional Condduct the 
Board has established for its licensses.  I am invvested in a ppositive outcoome and want to work wwith you 
on continuiing to providee a service thhat protects tthe public heealth, safety, and welfare of all Texanss.  

Sincerely, 

Patricia Froost, PG 27699 
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