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From: Christopher Freeman <cfreeman@ltraengineers.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 7, 2018 2:48 PM 
To: Sunset Advisory Commission <Sunset@sunset.texas.gov> 
Subject: TBPLS Sunset Review 

Mr. Ronald Steinhart and Esteemed Sunset Advisory Commission members, 

I am a Registered Professional Land Surveyor (#5701) in Texas and a member of the Texas 
Society of Professional Surveyors since 1984. I also currently serve on the Board of Directors 
with the Texas Society of Professional Surveyors. I have worked in the surveying profession 
since 1984 in the Dallas area, and I am proud of the contributions I have made to Texas with 
the work I do. I was also involved in the recovery efforts of the Space Shuttle Columbia in 
2003, volunteering my skills for mapping debris to assist in the recovery operation in the San 
Augustine area. 

I am writing you today to express my gratitude to you and the other Commission members 
for your hard work related to the Sunset Review of the Texas Board of Professional Land 
Surveying (TBPLS). I have read the Staff Report and understand many of the findings. I will 
unfortunately not be able to attend the public hearing scheduled for next Thursday in Austin 
due to commitments with work. As pointed out, there are some deficiencies/concerns that 
need to be addressed to improve the operation of the TBPLS, and that will serve all Texans 
including Surveyors. I recommend that the Texas Board of Professional Land Surveying be 
given the opportunity to address the concerns listed in the Sunset Staff Report and remain 
an independent licensing agency. 

I would like you to know that I was pleased that the Commission acknowledges that 
Surveying should continue to be regulated by the State. I fully support this 
recommendation. 

I would also like to express my opinion that the TBPLS should remain an independent 
licensing agency for the next 12 years, and not be consolidated with the Engineering Board. 
I have worked at engineering firms since 1984, and have the utmost respect for Engineers. 
Part of that respect comes from the respect that they show towards me and Surveying, and 
that they acknowledge that my discipline is unique and different than theirs. I believe that it 
is in the best interest of the citizens of Texas that the TBPLS remain independent. I 
recommend that the Texas Board of Professional Land Surveying be given the opportunity to 
address the concerns listed in the Sunset Staff Report and remain an independent licensing 
agency. 
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· The Texas Society of Professional Surveyors (TSPS) is a professional association with more than 1,600 members who are Registered Professional Land Surveyors licensed and regulated by the Texas Board of Professional Land Surveying (TBPLS).  The mission of TSPS is to aid and contribute to the education of its members and the general public in attaining high surveying standards, both technical and ethical.



· Sunset Advisory Commission Staff Report – As part of the Sunset Review process, the Sunset Commission Staff recently issued a Staff Report which found that Texas has a clear, ongoing need to regulate the practice of land surveying ... but recommended the consolidation of TBPLS with the Texas Board of Professional Engineers.



· TBPLS Response to the Sunset Advisory Commission Staff Report – On November 26, 2018, the TBPLS issued its response to the Sunset Advisory Committee Staff Report.  The full TBPLS Response is available at http://txls.texas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/TBPLS-Response.pdf.  In its Response, TBPLS provided a detailed corrective action plan designed to address and remedy the deficiencies/concerns noted by the Sunset Staff as enumerated in Issues 1 and 2 regarding the enforcement process, reliable performance data, budgetary management, licensure requirements, the registration renewal process, the examination process, enforcement policies, practice standards, confidentiality, and transparency.  As noted in the TBPLS Response, many of these administrative changes/corrections could be implemented immediately, with the exception of those that require statutory change.



· Proposed Consolidation of TBPLS With the Board of Professional Engineers –  The mission of the TBPLS is to establish and enforce standards ensuring the competency of individuals licensed as land surveyors resulting in the orderly use of our physical environment for the protection of our citizens, the current and future property owners of Texas.  The Board’s objective is to regulate the land surveying profession through the licensure of competent individuals selected through an examination process and maintaining proficiency through continuing education requirements.  The key functions of the Board are examination, licensing and enforcement.



The continuation of TBPLS as an independent licensing agency which is functional and vital in carrying out its duties of oversight, rule review/development, regulation, and enforcement of the surveying profession is essential in order to maintain the necessary level of protection for the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Texas.



There is no other agency, state or federal, whose functions overlap or duplicate those of this Board.  How land boundaries are laid out in Texas is unique from how boundaries are laid out in other states.  Considering the uniqueness of the profession, and the fact that there is no duplication with other agencies, the functions are placed appropriately in this stand-alone agency as opposed to under another agency or an umbrella agency.



· TSPS Analysis/Response – TSPS has analyzed the Sunset Commission Staff Report and the TBPLS Response.  TSPS acknowledges the deficiencies/concerns regarding the TBPLS and its current operations as noted by Staff.  Fortunately, however, the Sunset Staff and the TBPLS have given us a plan which will allow the TBPLS Board members to remedy these problems over the short term within the small agency setting.  TSPS believes that the regulation of the surveying profession by the TBPLS as an independent licensing agency is essential in order to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Texas.



Therefore, TSPS Respectfully Requests that the Members of the Sunset Advisory Commission support the TBPLS by voting to continue it in existence as an independent licensing agency for another 12 years which is necessary for the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Texas. 



Thank you for your consideration.  Please call any of us if you have questions or require additional information.





Sincerely,





John D. Barnard, RPLS					Trisha Lund, RPLS

President							President-Elect

Telephone:  (512) 327-1180					Telephone:  (281) 835-4024

jbarnard@bowmanconsulting.com				t.lund@EncompassServices.com





Bill O’Hara, RPLS, LSLS					Mark J. Hanna

Governmental Affairs Chair					Legal and Legislative Counsel

Telephone:  (512) 529-1689					Telephone:  (512) 477-6200

bill@oharalandsurveyor.com					mhanna@markjhanna.com
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Thank you for your consideration.  Please call any of us if you have questions or require additional information.



Sincerely,

[image: ]			[image: ]

John D. Barnard, RPLS				Trisha Lund, RPLS

President					President-Elect

Telephone: (512) 327-1180			Telephone: (281) 835-4024

jbarnard@bowmanconsulting.com		t.lund@encompassServices.com



[image: ]			[image: ]

Bill O’Hara, RPLS, LSLS				Mark J. Hanna

Governmental Affairs Chair			Legal and Legislative Counsel

Telephone: (512) 529-1689			Telephone: (512) 477-6200

bill@oharalandsurveyor.net			mhanna@markjhanna.com
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Thank you again for all of your dedicated service to all Texas citizens. 

Respectfully, 

Christopher R. Freeman, R.P.L.S. 
Survey Program Manager 

Lina T. Ramey & Associates 
3320 Belt Line Rd ● Farmers Branch, TX 75234 
p 214.979.1144 ● f 214.979.2480 
TBPE Firm # F-782,  TBPLS Firm # 10140700 

http://www.ltraengineers.com/



