
 
 

 

 
              

             
 

 

 
      

    
 

                           
                        

            
 

                      
                       

                         
    

 
                     

                  
                    

 
                   

            
 

                     
                      

 
 

                       
           

 
                           

                       
                       

                   
                  

 

From: Sunset Advisory Commission 
To: Cecelia Hartley 
Subject: FW: Sunset Review of the Texas Department of Transportation 
Date: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 8:09:28 AM 
Importance: High 

From: jay Crossley 
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 11:59 PM 
To: Sunset Advisory Commission 
Subject: Re: Sunset Review of the Texas Department of Transportation 

Hello, 

Please include the following comments in your packet. I plan to submit further information to 
members of the commission before the meetings, but this is what I have now. 

Thanks, 
Jay 

TXDOT Sunset Review Comments, November 29, 2016 
Jay Blazek Crossley, Austin, Texas 

Thank you for this opportunity to be involved in this process and all that you do to improve the quality of life for all Texans. I hope these 
limited comments can be useful in this deliberation. I also plan to submit to all members of the Texas Sunset Commission a full copy of 
the Texas Transportation Equity Assessment that I am hoping to finish this week. 

Equity 
While the draft Sunset report of course spends a lot of time talking about contracts and the laudable goals of ensuring MBE businesses, 
this is only the important equity issue if you believe that TXDOT’s highest purpose is as a contract allocation system, a form of fiscal 
stimulus in which we should focus on ensuring that a very small number of people of color and women head a small number of firms get 
a piece of the pie. 

Whatever TXDOT hopes to do through enriching the firms and employees of the small portion of Texans working for firms or owning 
firms getting contracts, the actual main role of a Department of Transportation of providing safe multimodal access (or reduced 
transaction costs) - or the lack thereof - impacts the lives of all Texans, all communities, all races, and all genders. 

The Texas Transportation decision making system is beset with gross inequities and I believe that these inequities have a direct 
correlation to weakening the economic efficiency and resiliency of Texas economies and communities. 

The Texas Transportation Commission seems to have never had an African American member (since at least 1980). In its entire 99 year 
history and through 72 members, there have been only 4 women, with only one of five current white commissioners not being male. This 
is unacceptable. 

Of the 36 leadership positions on TXDOT staff - including the administration and the district engineers, 1 is a white female and 3 appear 
to be hispanic, with the rest being white males. This is unacceptable. 

Of the 203 voting members of the 9 largest MPOs in Texas, only 20% are female, and 59% are white in a state that is only 43% white 
non-hispanic. Houston and Dallas - Fort Worth, home to 50% of the people and 64% of the gross domestic product of Texas, have even 
more under representation of people of color and women at the MPO. Non-hispanic white people make up 55% of DFW, but 84% of the 
voting members of the NCTCOG transportation decision making. Non-hispanic white people make up only 46% of Houston, but 89% of 
the votes at H-GAC. Only 14% of NCTCOG and 7% of HGAC votes are for women. This is unacceptable. 
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People with disabilities seem to be radically under represented at TXDOT leadership level or MPO decision making entities.                  
 
These inequities are not only un-American and un-democratic, they are inefficient. A complex transportation planning and                 funding 
decision making system needs to have all voices at the table to make efficient decisions. The most simple example is that we                       know that  
women in the Houston region would prioritize more funding to safety and walking than men, so a systematic under representation                     of 
women has resulted in less safety and walkability than the general population of Houston would prefer.                
 
It is also notable that only two women serve on the 13 member Sunset Advisory Commission.                
 
Specifically, the previous two Sunset reports on TXDOT recommended changes to the Texas Transportation Commission, but nothing                 
has been done. The omission of a proposal to fix the problem of the Texas Transportation Commission is alarming.                   
 
Safety 
The first and most important task of TXDOT is to provide for safety and the sunset report seems to ignore this other than                        discussion crash  
reports. 
 
Texas leads the nation in total traffic deaths and among the 24 states with more than 5 million people, only Tennessee has a                        higher rate of   
deaths per capita.   
 
If traffic deaths were treated like a cancer, they would be the 5th most prevalent form of cancer in Texas.                    
 
TXDOT, MPOs, and the Texas transportation decision making system have failed to prioritize the lives of Texans.                 
 
On Tue, Nov 15, 2016 at 6:27 PM, Sunset Commission <          Sunset@sunset.texas.gov> wrote:  
November 15, 2016 

Dear Recipient: 

The Sunset Staff Report on the Texas Department of Transportation, as submitted to the 
Sunset Advisory Commission, is available for your review on our website, 
www.sunset.texas.gov.  To request a hard copy of this report, contact our office.  The 
Sunset Commission has scheduled a public hearing on this report for December 8 and 9, 
2016.  At that time public testimony will be taken.  An agenda specifying the meeting time, 
location, and the order of agencies scheduled for discussion will be available on our 
website as soon as the meeting has been posted.  You may follow announcements by the 
Sunset Commission on social media through information posted on our website. 

If you would like to comment on this report, the commission would appreciate hearing from 
you.  Your feedback would be most helpful if it includes the following elements: 

your position in support or opposition for each recommendation in the staff report; 
a clear, brief statement of suggested changes, if any, to these recommendations; and 
a clear, concise summary of any new issues or recommendations not included in the 
report that you would like the Sunset Commission to consider. 

 
If you submit your response by Wednesday, November 30, we can provide this information 
to the Sunset Commission members before the public hearing.  Comments received in 
response to a staff report are considered public records, and will be posted on the Sunset 
website and released to the public upon request. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with the Sunset review process. 
 
Ken Levine 
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Director 
Sunset Advisory Commission 

Sunset Advisory Commission
 
PO Box 13066
 

Austin, TX 78711
 
Phone: (512) 463-1300
 

Fax: (512) 463-0705
 
email address: sunset@sunset.texas.gov
 

This email is the property of the Sunset Advisory Commission and may contain material that is confidential and/or 
exempt from disclosure under state law.  If you have received this message in error, please notify us by replying to 
the message, and then deleting it. 
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