
From: Sunset Advisory Commission
To: Brittany Calame
Subject: FW: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Date: Monday, April 30, 2018 8:03:57 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local]
Sent: Friday, April 27, 2018 4:37 PM
To: Sunset Advisory Commission
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)

Agency: TEXAS VETERANS COMMISSION TVC

First Name: Van Etten

Last Name: Charles

Title: San Saba County Veterans Service Officer

Organization you are affiliated with: TVC

Email: vets@co.san-saba.tx.us

City: San Saba

State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or
Opposed: I oppose your findings concerning the TVC Fall Conferences.  I represent a rural county in Central Texas. 
The Veteran population is below five hundred.  And even  with a small overall county population,  I am proud of the
percentage of those in our county who over the years have stepped up to serve. My position is a part time job and as
such I am in the office just one day a week. But I am on call for the veterans 24/7. The online classes are a good way
to spread the education budget but it us the Fall Conference where I get my greatest dose of instruction and
inspiration.  I meet with other CVSOs from far larger counties and talk, ask and listen to informal instruction. 
Practical instruction.  Things that work for the veteran as well as those that have been tried and proven to be just a
waste of resources.  I also have met with CVSOs in the same situation as myself. And compared notes on how to
cope and do work around.  Face to face  with experience and share the same hope to do what is best for our veterans.
I hate to think that we are trying to give our veterans a short shift. The Fall Conference is more than Power Points
and lectures. For  me it's continuing practical education.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: I attended the last Fall Conference at Galveston. I
traveled Sunday and attended the Monday morning presentation.  And attended that afternoon's motivation speakers
and awards.  Tuesday and Wednesday classes.  Followed by half a day Thursday if more awards.  I felt that the
classes were for ne great.  Not so much the awards.  A four day conference with two real days of classes.

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree
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