
From: Elizabeth Jones
To: Trisha Linebarger
Subject: FW: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)
Date: Monday, August 3, 2020 5:01:11 PM

From: sunset@sunset.texas.govOn Behalf OfTexas Sunset Commission
Sent: Monday, August 3, 2020 3:29:07 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada)
To: Sunset Advisory Commission
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication)

Agency: TEXAS DEPARTMENT LICENSING AND REGULATION

First Name: Mayra

Last Name: Bremer

Title: Dog Breeder

Organization you are affiliated with: Bremer Kennels

Email: mayra@bremerkennels.com

City: Azle

State: Texas

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or
Opposed:
•       The Licensed Breeder Program is unnecessary, as other state and federal
laws regulate a larger number of breeders and owners.  "State law [already] makes cruelty to animals - including
failing to provide necessary food, water, care, or shelter - a criminal offense punishable up to a state jail felony,
which is appropriate for law enforcement, not a regulatory agency to
address."  (Staff report, page 25.)   Moreover, the program duplicates USDA
federal standards for breeding animals for sale.
•       The Licensed Breeder Program fails to meet expectations.  In 2011, when
the legislature considered creating the Dog and Cat Breeders Act, proponents of the legislation indicated that more
than 1,000 breeders in Texas would be subject to the Act.  Throughout its implementation, the actual number of
licensees has averaged between 150-170.
•       The Licensed Breeder Program's revenues do not cover administrative
costs, as required by law.  "A 2018 agency fee study found the program had a 38% cost overrun.  Enforcement cases
took 307 days to resolve in the fiscal year 2019, more than double the average across all TDLR programs."
•       The Act's narrow focus boosts unlicensed activity.  Many types of
breeding animals are exempt from state regulation, including any animal used for racing or field competitions,
personal use, herding, or hunting.
Additionally, because pet sales are often cash transactions and because a breeder can lawfully give away animals
without keeping a record, it is almost impossible for TDLR to prove the sale of at least 20 animals per year.

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: Let the agencies already in place, like AKC and the
USDA, regulate dog and cat breeders.
Eliminate the Dog and Cat Breeders Licensing program in Texas.

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree
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