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P.O. Box 13066 
Austin, TX 78711 
sunset@sunset.texas.gov  
 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Texas Sunset Advisory Commission, 

I respectfully submit my strong opposition to the recommendations included in the Sunset Advisory 
Commission staff report that the Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists (TBPG) and licensing 
program be abolished. 

As a Professional Geoscientist in Texas, I spend much of my time working specifically on groundwater 
issues across the state.  In Texas, many citizens and even entire cities are dependent on groundwater as 
their only source of public drinking water.  As a Professional Geoscientists with highly specialized 
training in groundwater science, here are a few examples of issues I’ve personally been involved with 
since becoming a P.G. in Texas: 

• Assessment of the volume of water available in an aquifer to supply a wellfield for a major 
city that was totally dependent on that source of groundwater for a drinking water supply.  
The financing agency needed a specialized scientific study to confirm groundwater availability 
before financing the project. 

• Development of a remediation system to intercept contaminated water from entering public 
drinking water wells. 

• Highly specialized groundwater modeling to evaluate how much pumping could occur from 
an aquifer and still maintain spring discharge for endangered species, recreational use, and 
downstream public water supply. 

• Development of quantitative reports to explain the cause and effect relationship of aquifer 
production, spring flow, and downstream water supply. 

• Appropriate design of several wellfields in west Texas used to supply public drinking water so 
that production can be maintained in drought conditions when surface water supplies are 
non-existent. 

• Design and testing of an innovative sealed trench system for a gasoline pipeline to protect 
against spills and a surface capture system to protect public drinking water supplies, 
recreational springs, and endangered species in the City of Austin. 

For many of these assignments, I was hired by professional engineers or attorneys because they 
understood I had specialized education, experience, and skills that would help protect the public. 

Sincerely, 

 

James Beach, P.G. (2965) 
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