
From: Sunset Advisory Commission 
To: Cecelia Hartley 
Subject: FW: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 
Date: Saturday, October 18, 2014 11:06:52 AM 

-----Original Message----
From: sundrupal@capitol.local [mailto:sundrupal@capitol.local] 
Sent: Friday, October 17, 2014 5:26 PM 
To: Sunset Advisory Commission 
Subject: Form submission from: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Public/After Publication) 

Submitted on Friday, October 17, 2014 - 17:26 

Agency: HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION HHSC 

First Name: Candace 

Last Name: Aylor 

Title: 

Organization you are affiliated with: N/A 

Email:  

City: Austin 

State: Texas 

Your Comments About the Staff Report, Including Recommendations Supported or 
Opposed: 
I oppose issue #1, in part. I do not agree that members of a resulting advisory board of the functional areas should
 not have voting authority. 
Giving so much power to one individual, the Executive Commissioner of HHSC, who is appointed by the governor,
 circumvents the legislature, and thus the voices of the citizens of Texas. 

I oppose in whole Issue 13. This issue and discussion of it in the staff report is ill informed, and minimizes the
 potential for the voices of youth and families to be entirely eliminated by agreeing to the recommendations of Issue
 13. Many stakeholders on these boards are able to attend directly as a result of statutory requirements. Members of
 these boards are often fully invested in improving the service area on which they are focused. And they are all
 focused in unique ways. For instance, this recommendation ignores the importance of the significant needs of Texas
 children struggling with mental illness, thus diluting the voices of invested stakeholders championing best practices.
 The Texas System of Care Consortium provides a unique opportunity for state, community, youth and family
 collaboration around children’s mental health which may not be able to continue in a different structure. 
History has shown that the focus on behavioral health services for children, youth and their families can become less
 of a priority focus among a broad spectrum of child and youth needs. Family and youth voices for children and
 youth with serious mental health challenges may not be present or less apparent if representation of special
 populations is consolidated. 

Mental and behavioral health is mentioned collectively 172 times in this staff report. It is obvious that it is
 considered a priority to the writers, and youth and families are grateful. However, there are federal standards that
 must be met for Texas to be able to deliver the game changing services System of Care can offer our citizens, and
 that includes having an stand alone advisory board. 
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It is no surprise that, upon seeing behavioral health in one area, one might assume it is siloed by this structure. The
 opposite is actually true. It is by having been able to exist to address this critical need amongst stakeholders from
 EVERY child serving system, that real work has begun. 

The System of Care Consortium has only been able to operate for a short time.
 Allow it to remain, in addition to any advisory board that includes youth and/or family voice. Require that any

 resulting boards that are redesigned to have both youth and family voice, including adding a youth position in
 statute to the System of Care Consortium. 

Show Texas that the voices of her children and families will not be left in the hands of administrators to tell us when
 then think they need to hear from us. This is the only way to ensure that HHSC processes and the legislature,
 through board reporting, will truly be informed by those they serve. 

Any Alternative or New Recommendations on This Agency: The Texas System of Care Consortium could remain as
 an advisory board to specifically address children’s mental health policy under the Medical and Social Services
 functional area of the newly redesigned HHSC. Under legislation, many stakeholders have been statutorily required
 to participate, and this has improved communication on children’s mental health issues across all child serving
 systems. This should not only continue, but it should be further recommended to the legislature to include and
 increase youth and family voice on the Texas System of Care Consortium. I would ask that the Sunset Commission
 elect to continue the wonderful work that has been done thus far for children’s mental health by championing the
 voices of families and youth, through continuing the legislatively mandated work of the Texas System of Care
 Consortium to be housed under the Medical and Social Services functional area. 

My Comment Will Be Made Public: I agree 




