
 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Sunset Advisory Commission 
To: Elizabeth Jones 
Subject: FW: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Private/Before Publication) 
Date: Tuesday, June 21, 2022 4:38:48 PM 

From: Texas Sunset Advisory Commission <sunset@sunset.texas.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2022 4:16 PM 
To: Sunset Advisory Commission <Sunset.AdvisoryCommission@sunset.texas.gov> 
Subject: Public Input Form for Agencies Under Review (Private/Before Publication) 

Submitted on Tue, 06/21/2022 - 15:01 

Submitted by: Visitor 

Submitted values are: 

Choose the agency that you would like to provide input about 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

Public Comments 
1 

First Name 
William 

Last Name 
Pumfrey 

Title 
Retired 

Organization you are affiliated with 
N/A 

Email 

City 
Austin 

State 
Texas 

Your Comments or Concerns 
I worked full-time at the TCEQ for 15 years (until January 2015), on loan from my employer, the 
University of Texas at Austin.I occasionally (but not uncommonly) felt that the TCEQ's leadership was 
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reticent to address some serious environmental issues. Speaking apart from my own areas of 
responsibility, I can say that I knew employees in the division that oversaw water who were 
sometimes quite distraught over decisions made by supervisors after those employees had worked 
hard on a case and written conclusions and/or recommendations. I was told that sometimes 
employees actually cried after decisions were made. It was never because the decisions made were 
considered too strict by the employee, but always the opposite. 

Your Proposed Solution 
This is largely a question of leadership, and there may be little that the Sunset Commission can do 
about that, but the Commission can develop recommendations that somehow guide the TCEQ 
toward decisions that reflect the seriousness of individual violations. 

My Comments Will Be Made Public 
Yes 




